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STANDING ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES 

August 4, 2009

The Standing Advisory Committee met at Truckee Meadows Water Authority in the Independence Room, 1355 Capital Blvd., Reno, Nevada.  Chairman Greg Vorreyer called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m.

1.
ROLL CALL

Members present: Ernest Buchner, John Krmpotic, Neil McGuire, Ernest Neilsen*, Susan Ralphe, Fred Schmidt and Greg Vorreyer. 

Voting Alternates present:  George Ball** and Harry Culbert***.  Alternates present:  Robert Chambers and Bruce Gescheider.
Staff present: John Erwin, Scott Estes, Mark Foree, Kim Mazeres, Lora Richards, Shawn Stoddard and Sylvia Harrison, Legal Counsel.
2.
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  

Upon motion duly made and seconded, and carried by unanimous consent of the members present, the Committee approved the agenda.

3.
PUBLIC COMMENT

There was no public comment. 
4.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MAY 5, 2009 MEETING

Upon motion duly made and seconded, and carried by a vote of 7 to 0 with Mr. Ball abstaining, the Committee approved the minutes of the May 5, 2009 meeting.
5.
SUMMARY OF 2009 LEGISLATIVE SESSION ON ITEMS OF INTEREST TO TMWA
SB170  Authorizes an entity that owns, operates or maintains a ditch to recover from certain persons the reasonable expense of any work performed by the entity that is necessary for the operation and maintenance of the ditch.  PASSED.  

SB311 Requiring the State Board of Health to adopt regulations requiring the fluoridation of water provided by certain public water systems and water authorities in certain counties.  DEAD.  Mr. Foree said he felt that if it was not for the TMWA Board’s opposition based on having a public vote prior to implementation, this bill would have passed.
SB373 Directing the Legislative Commission to appoint a subcommittee to conduct an interim study concerning projects for the importation of water and to develop a sound strategy for the proposed use of water in this State. DEAD.  Mr. Erwin said this issue will most likely be looked at again in the future.     

AB119 requires the Truckee Meadows Regional Plan to include policies that are based on identified and sustainable water resources within Washoe County.  DEAD. Mr. Erwin said that Assemblywoman Leslie did get assurance from local government officials that an amendment would be made to the Truckee Meadows Regional Plan to incorporate the language of AB119. 
AB363 Requiring the State Board of Health to adopt regulations concerning systems for the collection and application of graywater for a single-family residence.  DEAD.  Mr. Erwin explained that there were many undetermined aspects of this bill such as the nature and health administration of graywater systems and the implications on sewer return flow.  It was “too much - too soon” without adequate study on the benefits and downsides of the issue. 

AB480 making various changes relating to fees collected by the State Engineer; including adjusting all filing fees from $2 to $5 per acre foot above the actual filing fees.  PASSED.  Mr. Erwin reported that this will have an economic impact on TMWA as fees for applications went from $100 to $200 and then, after the permit is issued, permit fees went from $2 per acre foot to $5 per acre foot.    

In answer to a question from Mr. Schmidt, Mr. Foree reported that the State Revolving Fund received stimulus money to be used for “green” projects.  TMWA received assurance that it will receive $2 million dollars and possibly up to $3 million dollars in a zero interest loan for the Mogul Bypass Project which will expand the capacity of that gravity conveyance system.  This project qualified as a “green” project due to anticipated annual savings of approximately $400,000 in electricity costs.  

6
PRESENTATION ON TMWA’S RESPONSIBLE WATER USE PROGRAMS
Ms. Richards highlighted some of the components of TMWA’s responsible water use programs.  She related that many conservation efforts are required by the State of Nevada in the Nevada Revised Statutes, by the Truckee River Operating Agreement (TROA) Conservation Agreement and by the Regional Water Management Plan.  TMWA takes its role as a regional steward of water resources seriously and asks that people use water responsibly.  Benefits of conservation include saving customers money on their bills, delaying investment and timing in new treatment capacity, and providing drought protection for the community. TMWA prepares a conservation plan, which includes public education, system management, and information on drought conditions, and is required to send it to the State of Nevada.  TMWA’s system management includes a fully-metered water system with replacement of under-recording meters, coordination of effluent reuse, provision of non-potable water service, aggressive leak detection, proactive system repairs, maintenance of system pressure standards for efficient operation of the system and correction of unauthorized use.  Other measures for conservation include tiered water rates, water management programs for large public and irrigation services, and water waste rules and local ordinances.  Ms. Richards discussed assigned day watering and the water auditor program that was designed to help customers manage their own use and includes checking for leaks or helping with irrigation systems.   Public education includes educational programs for kids, kids’ poster art contest, school presentations and kids’ fairs; community presentations, homeowner workshops, a presence at community events, printed guides and web materials including the Landscape Guide and the Community Forest Coalition.  One of TMWA’s goals is to establish “Best Landscape Practices” -- working toward landscapes that are water-efficient, balanced, and sustainable.

Mr. Erwin explained the genesis of “assigned-day-watering” under the Truckee River Operating Agreement (TROA).  TROA required TMWA initiate a plan for conservation activities and to satisfy the conditions of TROA, TMWA negotiated an agreement with the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe which included assigned day watering contingent upon installing water meters on 90% of single family residences.   It was thought that once meters were in place, people would be incented by price to conserve water so it would economically incent water conservation.  

7.
PRESENTATION ON THE TRUCKEE MEADOWS COMMUNITY FORESTRY COALITION (TMCFC)
Ms. Richards gave a presentation on Truckee Meadows Community Forestry Coalition (TMCFC).  In December 2007 during public hearings on changing customers to bill on the metered rate and in response to customer comments about trees possibly dying as a result of this action, the TMWA Board directed staff to work with the University of Nevada Cooperative Extension and others about this issue.  TMWA staff convened local arborists and experts to discuss everyone’s concern over local tree losses and the value of trees to the community.  
TMWA’s Board initiated a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in June 2008 recognizing that trees are important to the community and there is need to better coordinate urban forestry programs with landscape practices, including watering, to ensure long-term community forest health.  The MOU created the TMCFC, a coalition of public and private entities concerned with protecting and preserving the region’s “community forest,” a collection of trees growing in and around the Truckee Meadows. While municipal government entities manage trees growing in parks and other public spaces, residents are responsible for caring for their own private trees. The TMCFC provides tree care information which ranges from articulating the value of trees, the benefits of trees, how to care for trees and who to call for help. It provides lists of trees appropriate to the Truckee Meadows and seeks to foster a sense of ownership and shared responsibility.  It is now a known source for local tree care information primarily through its educational website on tree care, but also through demonstrating Best Landscape Practices that address tree health. The TMCFC has been designated to receive federal economic stimulus funds to conduct an Urban Tree Canopy Analysis for the region.  One of the goals of the TMCFC is to be recognized and valued as part of the region’s water conservation effort.  Membership in the TMCFC is open to anyone who would like to participate and be involved.
Chairman Vorreyer brought to the attention of the SAC a customer comment made via email regarding watering restrictions.  Discussion ensued regarding watering restrictions, variances issued by TMWA and TMWA’s enforcement of its water rules.  The committee requested future discussions on assigned day watering.  Mr. Erwin said to keep in mind that when the assigned day watering program started in the late 1980’s there was a physical constraint on the distribution system, then in 1995 there was the negotiated settlement which solved a number of legal entanglement issues with our downstream partners and the United States, then the establishment of the meter retrofit program.  It is now the end of almost 25 years of a utility managing through not just water conservation as an issue, but managing through multiple political, environmental, storage issues, system management issues, water rate issues, and water meter issues and now is the opportunity to bring this issue to a harmonic convergence and discover and discuss solutions on how to manage conservation efforts going forward.  Discussion should be focused on whether to keep the current program, modify the assigned day watering piece, or change to a program that better fits what is happening in the system today thereby giving future opportunities to improve on water efficiency. 
8.
FUTURE SAC MEETING DATES & AGENDA ITEMS 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 1, 2009 at 3:00 p.m.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, and carried by unanimous consent of the members present, the Committee requested the following items be placed on future agendas:
· Continuation of conservation plan discussion including watering restrictions with hopefully draft information provided by John Erwin

· Update on Integration analysis of TMWA and DWR

· Preliminary look at year-end financials and discussion of revenue.  

9.
COMMITTEE ITEMS 

There were no committee items.
10.
STAFF ITEMS

Ms. Richards reported that at the end of the calendar year, some of the members’ terms will be renewed.  There are also some alternate positions that are not filled. TMWA has been recruiting for SAC members through bill inserts and the e-newsletter.  She asked members to be aware of this and welcomed them to solicit new members.    
Ms. Cassell invited all members to an Appreciation BBQ on Friday August 14, 2009 at the Verdi Hydroelectric Facility.
11.
PUBLIC COMMENT

There was no public comment.
12.
ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 5:20 p.m.  
Approved by the Standing Advisory Committee on September 1, 2009

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________________

Corinne Cassell, Recording Secretary

Note:  

*Ernest Neilson present for items 6 through 12

**George Ball present for items 1 through 8
***Harry Culbert present for items 1 through 8
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