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EFFICIENT WATERING
%YOUR EDIBLE GARDEN

Drip kerigation s the most efficient way t
water your edibie garden and fruit trees
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No quagga mussels, but concerns real to Lake Tahoe watershed | Reno G... hitp://www.rg).con/article/20120905/0PEDO4/309050092 No-quagga-...

No quagga mussels, but concerns real to Lake Tahoe watershed
Sep 04 rgj.com

Aquatic invasive species pose a major threat to the Lake Tahoe watershed. [rom Meiss Meadows and Lake
Tahoe itself, all the way down the Truckee River to Pyramid Lake.

While the column “Disaster growing at Tahoe,” written by Gary Norris and Jerry Purdy [Voices, Aug. 14,

focused on important issues to the region, there were several inaccuracies that rang false alarms from the
o en

Reno-Tahoe area to Las Vegas and Sacramento. but are corrected below.

With three years of ongoing monitoring in Lake Tahoe and Truckee River watershed. there are noindications
thal quagga mussels have established themselves in these water bodies. In 20H. a monitoring sample from
Lahontan and Rye Patch reservoirs. both located in Northern Nevada. resulted ina positive detection for
quagga mussels, which certainly increases the risk of infection for nearby water bodies. butwe arce not
without protection.

Lake Tahoe boasts one of the country’s most thorough watercraft inspection programs. implemented by the
TRPA and the Tahoe Resource Conservation District, with major funding from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. Details are at

TahoeBoatInspections.com.

The Tahoe RCD also operates a voluntary inspection program for Donner Lake and Prosser. Boca and
Stampede reservoirs in the Truckee area, with funding from the Truckee Meadows Water Authority i the
Truckee River Fund. Lake Tahoe inspectors have stopped several boats from launching with quagga mussels
in 2012, but all were thoroughly decontaminated prior to launching.

Dreissenid mussels, such as quagga and zebra mussels. pose a major threat to Lake Tahoe and the Trackee
River watershed. Fine sediments and nutrients entering Tahoe have decreased the lake's clarity. wiite
invasive species, such as Asian clams and Eurasian watermillfoil. have altered Lake Tahoe's ecosyatem A
contributed to algae blooms in marinas and some shallow areas ol the lake.

In the Tahoe Keys Marina, where invasive plant populations are fully established. mowing is essential o
allow for temporary passage of watercraft, but this method also contributes to its spread by allowing plant
fragments to float away and establish new populations. Tahoe RCD, TRPA and other agencies are working to
control these species in Lake Tahoe with bottom barriers and diver-assisted hand-pulling and have made
headway in some areas, such as Emerald Bay and Lakeside Marina.

From the federal government and TMWA to the TRPA, Tahoe RCD and Lahontan Water Board and water
suppliers, all sides need to work together to ensure that Lake Tahoc and the Truckee River watershed are
protected for future generations.

Pete Brumis is public outreach specialist with the Tahoe Resource Conservation District.

jofl O3 2012 904 AN



TMWA offers water treatment plant and hydroelectric power plant tours ...
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TIVEIWA otters water treatment plant and

hydroelectric power plant tours
throughout September

August 28, 2012

By ThislsRene

Share

TMWA NEWS RELEASE

Truckee Meadows Water Authority (TMWA) invites the public to tour two of its facilities
this September. Residents of the Truckee Meadows can learn about what it takes to gut
water from he river to the tap by touring TMWA's Chalk Blulf Water Treatment Plant.
where expert stafl will explain the water treatment and distribution processes. as well as

discuss current challenges and answer your questions. Tour dates and times are:
Thursday, Sept. 27 at 5:30 p.m. or Friday, Sept. 28 at 9 am.or 1 pam. Tours last

approximately two hours.

Every Wednesday in September, residents can alsa tour our Verdi Hydroeleetric Power
Plant, which has been producing clean. rencwable energy for 100 years. The plant takes
advantage of the flow of the Truckee River to generate more than 2.3 megawatts of
power. Tours will take place at 1 p.m. on Sept. 3, 12, 19 and 26. Tours fast approximatety

one hour.

Tour participants must be at least 18 years of age. Please email presentations{tnwa.com

or call 834-8290 1o reserve your spot. Each tour is limited to 20 people.

Please note: these arc lengthy walking tours and will involve walking on uneven surfaces.

Truckee Meadows Water Authority (TMWA) is a not-for-profit water wtility, overseen by
elected officials from Reno, Sparks and Washoe County, TMWA employs a highty skitled

team who ensure the treatment. defivery and availability of high-quality drinking water

around the clock for more than 330,000 residents of the Truckee Meadows

I of 1
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Meeting to limit Western spread of invasive mussels

1ofl
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by Tribunc Staif
08.25.12 - 05:31 pm

CARSON CITY — Nevada Attorney General Catherine Cortez Masto announced
David Newton, Senior Deputy Attorney General, attended a meeting with [eeal
and law enforcement officials and environmental scientists from the 15 Western
states, in Phoenix Wednesday through Thursday. The purpose of the meeting was
to explore legal and regulatory ways of limiting an invasion of Quagga and Zcbra
mussels (non-native shellfish from Eurasia).

These mussels clog water systems, impact the environment and can cost billions
of dollars in damage and control wherever they spread. The meeting forged a
uniform approach to education, inspection and regulations to encourage
recreational boat inspections in the West to prevent the spread of invasive zebra
or Quagga mussels.

Reports from U.S. Geological Survey state that in January 2007, populations of
Quagga mussels were discovered in Lake Mead and in May 2011 evidence of
Quagga mussels was found in Lahontan and Rye Patch reservoirs. According to
the Tahoe Resource Conservation District there have been no Quagga mussels
found in Lake Tahoe. However, they have stopped several boats with Quagga
mussels prior to launching in 2012, These boats have been fully decontaminated
prior to launching and pose very little threat to Lake Tahoe's waters.

Within the last few years, isolated infestations of both specics, which can survive
for days (o weceks out of water — most likely transported on recreational boats and
trailers — have begun to show up in Western reereational and irrigation waters in
California and Arizona.

The Phoenix meeting looked at the impacts of invasive musscls on local
economies and infrastructure, the challenges to effective control, and a 100-plus-
year-old federal law — the Lacey Act — which could give states a tool for
approaching the problem.

Sessions included discussion of state authority to stop boats for inspection.
quarantine and decontamination, what programs and laws have been successful in
Western states, public attitudes about invasive species education and enforcement
and how cash-strapped states can fund such programs.

© dailysparkstribune.com 2012

http://dailysparkstribune.com/printer_friendly- 19932032
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Water fight

Playing chicken with public policy gets serious

By Dennis Myers

The Nevada Legislature’s vote last year to pull
Nevada out of the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency
(TRPA) shocked many Nevadans and is a campaign
issue NOw.

Last week, the Toiyabe chapter of the Sierra Club
cited the vote as key to its endorsement of several :
candidates in legislative races this year (*Club vote,” &
RN&R, Aug. 16).

Senate Bill 271 was approved by the lawmakers in the
a.m. hours of June 7 during the final moments of the
2011 legislature and signed by Gov. Brian Sandoval
on June 17. It would withdraw Nevada from TRPA in

For half a century, planning and growth at Lake
Tahoe have been regulated by a bi-state ageney that
now faces shutdown at the hands of Nevada

2015 unless California and the federal government lawmalkers.
meet Nevada demands to make development at the PHOTO BY DENNIS MY ERS

lake easier, in part by changing voting procedures on
the TRPA board.

The vote was seen by some legislators as a “frec” vote, one they could cast that would please big
campaign contributors but without doing any immediate policy damage. since the final decision on
pulling out of TRPA will fall to a later legislature.

In fact, several legislators who voted for the bill said at the time that Nevada will never pull out ol
TRPA and that if there had been a straight vote on that issue. the measure would have fatled. e
two-step plan was genius,” one Las Vegas lawmaker said.

At the start

The Tahoe Regional Planning Agency was created in 1969 during the governorships of Paul Laxalt of

8/29:.2012 7:53 AM
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Nevada and Ronald Reagan of California. It was prompted by growing degradation of the Tahoe Basin.
a setting about which Mark Twain had waxed lyrical, known around the world for its beauty. The
bi-state compact was negotiated for Nevada by Washoe County Sen. Coe Swobe, Htwas a recognition
that when a state degraded water or air on one side of the lake, it affected both shores, though in 2012
some candidates assert that “our” jurisdiction is our business.

After it was approved by Congress and signed by President Nixon, Swobe said. “The problem for
people who want to protect the lake will be to slow down development until & master plan is developed
and help the agency adopt beneficial guidelines. The developers and other special INLCrest groups are
going to attempt to water the guidelines down and push like hell for development before they are
adopted.”

The problem was that, in the end, the agency just didn’t work. The TRPA board. mude up ol members
from both states, was essentially stymied on substantial issues by the voting arrangements. fowas ol
enough for a motion to be supported by a majority of the board. A dual majority was required: 4
majority within each state’s delegation. And the Nevada side was Tar less oriented 10 protecting the
lake.

In less than a decade the agency's failure was apparent. Degradation of the lake contimued.
Development did, too. The Nevada Legislature in 1977 and 1979 proposed changes 1o the bi-state
compact that California lawmakers rejected as too soft on development. California Gov, Jerry Brown
began talking about a federal solution.

Nevada state legislators Thomas “Spike” Wilson and Joe Dini started negotiating with California
legislators for reforms in the bi-state compact in 1979, The two sides reached an agreement that
included elimination of the dual majority requirement and the changes were approved by both states
—Nevada in a special one-day session of the legislature on Sept. 13, 1980-—and passed by Congress.
President Carter signed it on Dec. 19.

The agency’s new configuration did exactly what it was supposed to do-—slow developmentand
developers and business interests were not one bit happy. The wanted to undercut the Wilson/Din
changes. Some of those who supported the original compact, including Swobc and Paxalt Jid not
support the amended one. “But I will also say that TRPA has gotten a bit of control burcaucracy -\wise.

and we’ve got to reel it in,” Swobe said in July 2007.

But times had changed in Nevada. As the state grew. pro-environment sentiment became stronger and
the Nevada Legislature over the years rejected six attempts o pull the state out of TRPA Between
Democratic and Washoe votes, such measures always failed. But that was before the casinos got
serious about throwing their weight around.

In 2011, the attack was made through a new avenue—Clark County. With 400 miles between Las
Vegas and Lake Tahoe, the casinos and other pro-development interests decided southerners had no
stake in the lake and could be used to break TRPA.

Dems take a dive

It worked like a dream. The bill was sponsored by conservative Democrat John Lee. but he had plenty
of help from non-conservative Democrats. A very powerful casino lobbyist. Wikliam “Billy™
Vassiliadis. who orchestrates substantial campaign contributions, was in the middic of"the battle. More

TIT032°
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than a dozen supposedly pro-environment legislators voted to pull out of the bi-state ageney unless
“Nevada™ got its way on issues affecting development at the fake——though it is dubious that the bill
represents real Nevada popular sentiment.

“If the agency does not adopt an updated regional plan and the proposed amendments | Nevada's
demands] are not approved by October 1, 2015, Nevada’s withdrawal from the Compactw H hocome
effective on that date unless the Governor issues a proclamation extending the deadline Torwithdrawal
until October 1, 2017, the new law reads.

Lee said Nevada “resorts” had difficulty getting improvements through the TRPA board. He porirayed
those kinds of requests as representing the state: “Every time we'd go before the [TRPA board]. the
votes were always there to destroy what Nevada was doing.™ His use of the term “wetsuggested he
identified closely with interests remote from his legislative district. which is smack in the middle of
Las Vegas.

In the votes that followed some raucous public hearings, not one Republican in either house of the
legislature opposed 271. But nine Democrats in the 42-member Assembly voted for the bill. giving it
an overwhelming majority. They were Elliot Anderson, Kelvin Atkinson. Irene Bustamante. Marcus
Conklin, Marilyn Dondero Loop. Jason Frierson, William Horne, Marilyn Nirkpatrick. Harvey
Munford, Dina Neal and John Oceguera. All are from Southern Nevada and Oceguera is speaker of the
Assembly.

In the 21-member Senate, another nine Democrats joined with Republicans, They were Shirley
Breeden, Allison Copening, Steven Horsford, Ruben Kihuen. John Lee, Mark Manendo, David Parks.
Michael Schneider and Valerie Weiner. Again, all are from Southern Nevada, Horstord was the
Democratic floor leader in the Senate. The only Senate Democrats 1o oppose the bill were Sheifa feshe

and Mo Denis.

Most of the Democrats who supported 271 normally portrayed themselves as pro-cavironment. Sonmw
Nevada bloggers had a name for Lee’s legislation: Screw Lake Tahoe.

Another legislature heard from

It was not received well in California. Senate president pro tempore Darrell Steinberg agreed to appomt
negotiators, but he also gave Lee a piece of his mind in a letter made public:

“I want to share with you and your colleagues the displeasure many in California .. have with the
recent unfortunate and rather provocative actions taken by the state of Nevada following decades of
cooperation over matters relating to our mutual interests in the environmental and cconomic well being
of the Tahoe basin. [Nevada’s S.13. 2717 is both unnecessarily inflammatory and deeply
counterproductive to the collegial relationship our two states have had on these matters. One can only
imagine how leaders in Nevada would react if California were to take similar action. 1tis both
surprising and disappointing to see a national treasure as important as Lake Tahoe become i political
hostage to the agenda of special interest groups who have little interest in the many values the region
provides.”

threatened to invade the bi-state relationship.

82020
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Since then TRPA has made substantial progress on a master plan. which one northern leeislator said
will give the lawmakers political cover to stop the withdrawal effort.

Meanwhile, Clark County progressives this year organized to send a message to Democratic Party
leaders that they would not be taken for granted. Their target: John Lee. He was swept out of office in
the Democratic primary election.

Within the three eastshore county governments, which arc more directly affected than the legisiature.
271 is also a subject of concern. In the contested race for Washoe county commissioner in district 1.
Democrat Andrew Diss and Republican Marsha Berkbigler agree that the new law was a mistake.

Berkbigler: “I generally work on the theory that being members of bi-partisan. or in this case bi-state.
teams is the best solution. | think it’s always best to be on the inside knowing what your opponent is
planning than on the outside wondering! That being said. if SB 271 was intended to get the Californi
members of TRPA to move forward on an updated plan with improved economic efforts while
retaining the environmental protections then it was successful. ... Lake Tahoe is i very valuable
resource to Nevada, most particularly to the continued growth of northern Nevada and Thelieve we
should be active in the caretaker role.”

Diss: “*Yes, there arc a lot of changes that I would like to see made including changing the supe
majority vole requirement, speeding up the permit review process. and of course updating the region:
plan, but threatening a complete pullout of the bi-state compact is not the solution. .. | believe pulhing

out of the compact will open the door to over-development of the Tahoe basin which could i
reduce the clarity of the lake and create other harmful environmental impacts.”

What follows is a list of legislative offices and their districts and whether the candidate is for oragainst
S.B. 271, according either to the 2011 vote or subsequent statements.

Senator 13

Kathy Martin (R) undeclared
Debbie Smith (D) against
Senator 15

Greg Brower (R) for

Sheila Lestie (D) against
Assembly 24

David Bobzien (D) against
Heidi Waterman (R) undeclared
Assembly 26

Randy Kirner (R) for

8202012 TV AN
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Rodney Petzak (D) undeclared
Assembly 27

Teresa Benitez-Thompson (D) against
Tom Taber (R) undeclared
Assembly 30

Ken Lightfoot (R) sce below
Michael Sprinkle (D) against
Assembly 31

Richard “Skip™ Daly (D) against
David Espinosa (R) for
Assembly 40

Rich Dunn (D) against

Pete Livermore (R) for

[n his comments, Assembly candidate Ken Lightfoot declined to take a position on the specilic

provisions of S.B. 271 without studying them more. but did say. "Nevada needs to be part of o bi-staie
cooperative organization at Lake Tahoe. [ just have issues with the current structure of TRPAL

AN
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Lake clarity

Last week the Tahoe Environmental Research Center at the
University of California. Davis released the “Tahoe: State of the
Lake Report 2012, The report is released annually. and highhights
factors impacting the lake, including its “clarity. physics. chemistry
and biology,” according to the report.

The report discusses the unusual winter of 2010-2011. noting its
low temperatures and high precipitation. However. the average
water temperature increased by 0.6 I, indicating change in the
lake's infrastructure. Scientists then tested the lake’s stability and
found that stratification—separate levels of water with different
temperatures—Ilasted longer than usual, indicating a potential
impact of climate change.

In 2010, clarity improved but {luctuated in 2011, The report says
that algae Cyclotella might be the cause. In 1968, clarity was 102.4

feet. The lowest level in 2011, the second worse recorded, was 31.5
feet.

The report also discusses present and future rescarch projects. Scientists are investigating surrounding
areas of the lake, including a study done on the impact of the 2007 Angora fire. which was shown to
have no effect on the water. Others arc looking at the mortality of trees in the Tuhoe forests,
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Learn to landscape with less water
Aug 21 rej.com

Join Truckee Meadows Water Authority and River School Farm for a free water-efficient landscaping
workshop in its demonstration garden at Hug High School. 2880 Sutro St.. 8 1o 10 a.m. Saturday.

The workshop will explore the seven principles of xeriscape, which can be used from start to finish fora new
landscape or implemented one at a time into an existing landscape. This workshop is open to TMWA

customers interested in beautifying their landscapes while increasing water-cfficiency in their yard.

Space is limited and RSVPs are required. Details: conservation@tmwa.com or call 834-8005.

1of'l 822;2012 845 AM
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All agencies should use local services
Aug 21 roj.com

I note with interest the recent advertisements featuring the mayors of Reno and Sparks and their “buy Tocal”
campaign. Then I look at my Truckee Meadows Water Authority bill and note that it is being handled by a
company in Texas!

Is this local handling of my account and giving locals jobs? [t appears that TMWA is shipping jobs out ol the
area that could just as well be handled by some local company. The mayors are telling us to buy local while
their government agencies are not doing so.

In today’s economy, all government entities should be required to use focal services as much as possible. To
me, TMWA is a government entity, as it is a multicity water agency. and | note that the phone book contact
information for it that 1 found is listed under Reno city agencies and services.

Richard Wood, Reno
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Sparks, NV - Paul and Anita O'Neill come out to Rock Park in Sparks just about every day in the
summer to enjoy the Truckee River. But on Wednesday, they refused to getin

"I'm in fear of my life to go into the water today because it looks so dirty," said Paul.
The couple from Sparks said they've never seen the water this brown.

"It's just horrible-looking," said Anita. "It doesn't look safe.”

1of2 1672012 8:35 AN
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"it's brown and dirty!" said Jaiden Stewart, an 11-year-old who wasn't afraid to get into the river.
She and her friend, Margaret, were not worried.

"Just because the dirt's not going to hurt us," said Margaret Brown, an 11-year-old from Cold
Springs. "lt's just the water."

According to the Truckee Meadows Water Authority, the water was safe to swim in. Paul Miller,
Manager of Operations and Water Quality at Truckee Meadows Water Authority, the water was
brown because of thunderstorm activity Tuesday night in the Gray and Bronco Creek drainages.
He said that muddy water got into the Truckee River. He said he wouldn't recommend swallowing
the water, but that people should never drink untreated river water anyway.

Some folks, though, weren't shocked when they saw the water. Like Frances Brown, who grew up
in North Carolina.

"When it rains there, all the rivers get muddy,” said Frances. "So it's pretty common and that was
our first thought: 'Oh, it must have rained up in the mountains.™

TMWA said the water should start to look a lot better by the end of Wednesday night.

Find this article at:
hitp:/Awww.kolotv.com/home/headlines/Whats-Up-with-the-Water-166346446.htm

. Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.

Copyright © 2002-2010 - Gray Television Group, Inc.
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Truckee River 340 times muddier than normal this morning; back
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The Truckee River as seen from downtown Reno this morning. / Brian Duggan/RGJ »

. 5 B
\é\gi“ferr;%ns The Truckee River is muddy today, but it should be back to normal >
this evening.

FILED UNDER

News The water had a turbidity as much as 340 times higher than normat

Truckee Meadows Water  this morning as mud washed into the river from thunderstorms Most Viewed

Authority Tuesday night in the Gray Creek and Bronco Creek drainages near

Floriston, said Paul Miller, manager of water quality and operations
for the Truckee Meadows Water Authority.

“We expect in another eight hours for it to be clear through Reno,”
Miller said in a 1 p.m. interview. TMWA sent a worker upstream and
the water was already clear up there, he said.

Although temperatures are near the triple-digit mark, TMWA won't

Sobo 2010

NS AN



Truckee River 340 times muddier than normal this morning; back to nor...

[\

(5

View Cormments (1) | Share your thoughts »

TOP VIDEO PICKS
selected by Taboola

Crayiish harvest
Aug 7, 2012

Caught on Camera: Plane
crashes inlo forest
Aug 9, 2012

Duke Williams
Aug 10, 2012

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

out of the ground, Miiler said.

YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN

Feds release photos of woman
who allegedly made child porn
(see pholos) (Reno Gazelte-Journal)

Operators of Holley Family
Farms near Dayton injured in
U.S. 50 fatal accident that killed
four (Renc Gazetie-Journal)

Kudos for new look at Methodist

Chureh (Reno Gazette-Journal)

Half acre wildfire reporied north
of Lemmon Valley (Reno Gazetie-
Journal)

Third person dies in Sturgis
Motoreycle Rally crash (Reno
Gazette-Journal)
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critical condition after Sparks
motorcycle crash, police say
(Reno Gazette-Journal)

need to restrict water use, he said. And water flowing through taps
will be as good as normal.

The Truckee River is their main source of water but with the muddy
water they have decreased the amount of water they draw from the
river, increased the time they give it to settle, increased the
chemicals they use in the water and turned on wells to pull water

“High turbidity is something we're used to dealing with,” Miller said
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TCID, Tribe ready to combine water forces

AUGUST, 9 2012
BY STEVE PUTERSKI
SPUTERSKI@LAHONTANVALLEYNEWS.COM

Millions of dotlars and vicious fights have separated the Truckee-Carson Irrigation District and Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe,

The two entities came face-to-face on Tuesday at TCID's regular monthly meeting at the Churchill County Commission
chambers.

The Tribe came equipped with a 35-minute presentation on the Truckee River Operating Agreement (TROA) and
answered tough questions from the TCID Board of Directors for about an hour.

PLPT Chairman Wayne Burke, who was elected in 2010, opened the Tribe's presentation with a statement about how the
two organizations must put their salty past behind them and work together. Joining Burke at the meeting were Vice
Chairman Mervin Wright, PLPT Water Director John Mosley, water attorney Chris Mixon and Ali Sharody of Stetson
Engineering,

TCID Project Manager Rusty Jardine sent a formal letter to Burke and the Tribe about a year ago in hopes the two sides
could become allies for the area's biggest battle — water,

Since then, both sides have met several times, and talks have yet to turn to solutions facing the groups.

“It's amazing what a cheeseburger and some good conversation can do,” Burke said. “"We've spent so much time on these
water wars and we can learn from the past. We spent millions and millions of dollars on litigation and where did it get
us.”

Burke and Jardine said they are hopeful the two sides can come together to figure out the complex issues that face both
TCID and the Tribe. The time for ceremonial public appearances, though, has come to an end, and they added the two
groups must meet to discuss and solve the water jigsaw puzzle.

TROA has been the source of ill will between the two sides, which also includes the Truckee Meadows Water Authority
(TMWA) and others. TCID did not sign the agreement, which redistributes water from the Truckee River to TCID, the
Tribe and TMWA.

TCID Board of Directors David Stix, Jr., Ernie Schank, Lester de Braga and Bob Oakden all expressed concerns about the
new agreement including water transfers, upstream storage capabilities and transparent record keeping.

The records were the source of a federal indictment in 2008 tevied against TCID. Jardine said the water and property
rights involved were in need of protection, but the district will keep accurate information to avoid what TCID felt were
false allegations in the federal indictment.

Charges were dropped against TCID in January 2010 from allegations that TCID, former Project Manager Lyman
McConnell and former district employee John Baker had falsified and conspired to falsify certain reports, and committed
fraud against the United States Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) in submitting water delivery records to the BOR.

The indictment charged the men with committing fraud to collect incentive credits for “tens of thousands of acre feet of
water” by submitting false data to the bureau between 2000 and 2005, The indictment includes one count of conspiracy,
three counts each of falsification of records, false claims and false statements.

“One of the concerns expressed historically has been the creation of records associated with water delivery by the

district,” Jardine said. “I have no desire to be hauled away in handcuffs. | regret the circumstances in the past where in
we actually saw people engage in conduct and assert blame on others.”

1of2 814 2012 9:00 AM
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Burke, meanwhile, was pleased with the forthcoming questions and responded to many of the queries, although TCID did
not expect him to answer several questions because Burke did not have the infermation present.

Schank, though, said there have been several occasions where TCID and the Tribe were very close (o an agreement, only
to be “torpedoed” because upstream interests want more water.

One source of discussion was the fate of the Truckee Canal, which Schank stated plainly it was TCID's aim Lo keep the
canal functional. For years, TCID's concern was other entities and political interests wanted to close the canal
permanently.

“It is our intent to keep the canal open,” Schank added. “The canal is the lifeblood of the Lyon County community that
it passes through.” “

http://www.lahontanvalleynews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AlD=/20120809/NEWS/ 120809909 & parentprofile=searchiitemplate=printart

20f2 L2012 9:00 AM
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The Southern Nevada Water Authority’s rationale for some day
pumping water from valleys in eastern Nevada to Clark County is
really quite simple:

The Las Vegas area is the economic engine of the state and water

is necessary to keep the engine running smoothly, so, if it has to go
300 miles through the high desert to get that water, it will.

Clark County's thirst will be quenched.

Despite this month's tentative approval of the right-of-way for the Mot P oputac Mt C ommenten Mite el s
SNWA's pipeline from counties along the Nevada-Utah line,
however, the project remains a long way from reality.

Four years after the beginning of the recession, Nevadans are still
paying a heavy price for the unfettered growth of the past 20 years, 2
most of it in Clark County. et

The state remains near the top of foreclosure rankings because 3
rising prices in Southern Nevada encouraged unsustainabie
speculation. Property values have fallen precipitously, affecting tax
revenues as well as the personal wealth of Nevadans, because of
the glut of homes built in the boom years.

5
Just as troubling, the recession has taken a toll on the engine: The '
sky no longer appears to be the limit for casinos in Las Vegas.
h o ) ool
And the SNWA already is mired in controversy over its new pipeline Most Viewed

(the “Third Straw”) to Lake Mead following the death of a worker in
a tunnel collapse earlier this summer. That project is projected to
cost $817 miilion. The cost of the pipeline to eastern Nevada is
pegged at $16 billion and rising. Users may well rebel if they're
asked to foot the bill.

SNWA officials say they're doing what they're required to do: plan
for the future.

The BLM's approval is only one of many they need, however.
There's still a very long way to go before the first water is pumped

8152012 9:35 AM
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KRNV 8/14/2012 12:03:52 PM: ...it happened around 3
o'clock this morning on first street between west and sierra.

the break involved a single service line serving one customer..
but made quite a wet mess downtown. the line itself has been
repaired.. however., TMWA crews have been working on filling
and patching the hole in the street that needed to be dug to get
to the service line for repair. first street should be open again
any minute.. if it isn't already. >> and you may have

noticed some hazy skies throughout the truckee meadows this
morning.. the brown haze hanging over the valley is from the
chips fire burning in plumas and lassen counties. as far as

an update on the fire.. it has burned nearly 37-thousand acres..
and right now is just 12 percent contained. >> toss

to weather>> 3 >> secret witness is offering a thousand

doliar reward for information that ieads to the arrest of suspects
involved in a strong armed robbery last night. police say it
happened about 10 o'clock in the victim's apartment on the 2800
block of enterprise road. investigators say the suspects knocked
on the victim's door.. then barged in.. punched him in the face
and robbed him.the suspects are described as three black males
in their early 20's.. all with a medium build. two of the suspects
had ...

Paused
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John and Rachel Falk look at a pipe in various stages of quagga mussel invasion at the Lake Tahoe Summit on Monday. 4
/ Marilyn Newion/RGJ actvings

i i neg Conumute Red
FILED UNDER Some things never seem to change in Northern Nevada. 5 \ thatd N
Voices That's especially true at Lake Tahoe, the deep blue alpine lake that
Editorials

Lake Tahoo just about everyone agrees is a national treasure. That, regrettably,

is where the agreement ends.
Most Viewed

That was evident at the 2011 session of the Nevada Legislature,
where some lawmakers threatened to pull the state out of a nearly
half-century-old agreement with California and the U.S. Congress
that oversees development at Lake Tahoe.

it was on full display again this week, as
public officiats from both states met at

SNAPSHOT Edgewood Tahoe Golf Course for the annual
ISSUE: Prolecting a natural treasure’s Lake Tahoe Summit.
clarity i

1 of 4 815 2012 9010 AM
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OUR VIEW: Despite oplimism at the The summit began in 1997 under the aegis

Lake Tahoe Summit, fundamental fp ident Bill Cli P bri

differences continue to delay solving the of President Bi inton as an effort to bring PHOTO GALLERIES
lake's very serious problems. all sides together to develop a long-range

plan to protect the lake and stop the decline
of its fabled clarity.
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In 2012, the gaming industry can rest easy.

California, which tried but failed to stop the
opening of the last hotel-casino at the South Shore (now known as
the MontBleu Resort Casino and Spa) nearly 30 years ago,
eventually won the battle by accepting indian casinos in the Golden
State. Even without the Tahoe compact, which bars expansion of
casinos, there will be no gaming growth at the lake.

Now, the battleground is a new regional plan, required of the Tahoe
Regional Planning Agency by law.

Whether that plan, expected to be approved by the end of the year,
will be a boon or a disaster for the lake depends on whom you ask.

What's clear is that this argument, like so many of the past
arguments, will be fought in the courts.

That's too bad, because there is still plenty of work to do to restore
the lake's lost clarity and protect it in the future. The danger is that
the arguments over the plan will overshadow the very real problems
facing the lake.

While the arguments are old, many of the problems are new. The
few buildings that may be built under the new plan won't be the
worst of them.

There is, for instance, the growing concern about the possibility of a
wildfire in the basin.

Then there are the invasive species that could easily undo much of
the progress made, at considerable cost, during the past 15 years
at the lake.

And the fight probably will have to go on without the federal money
’ that has fueled many of the projects that have been done since the
first Lake Tahoe Summit.

A simple program such as inspecting boats that come to Tahoe
from lakes infested with quagga mussels remains underfunded,
while the development arguments go on.

As Nevada Gov. Brian Sandoval said on Monday, "When the public

§3 20102 9040 AN



and private sectors work together, anything is possible.” The
question is, "When will they work together?”
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and Jerry Purdy

About 10 years ago, Asian milfoil (floating weeds), quagga mussels
and Asian clams first appeared in Lake Tahoe. They were altached
to boats and trailers brought in from Lake Mead for summer boating
on Lake Tahoe. It was not a significant environmental issue then
because the number of contaminated boats was small

Today, sheltered areas like the Tahoe Keys Marina have become s0
clogged with milfoil, mowing is required so boats can exit to the
lake. Large beds of milfoil can now be seen in sheltered areas all
around the lake.

Milfoil eventually went over the dam at Tahoe City, entering the
Truckee River. Huge milfoil beds now exist in sheltered areas of the
Truckee River, all the way downstream past Reno-Sparks to
Pyramid Lake. A large milfoil bed can be seen in the river near the
Peterbilt truck yard in Sparks.

Fortunately, a proven simple, economical method of kilting mitfoll
has been developed and tested at Lake Tahoe. It involves placing a
black plastic blanket over milfoil beds for about a month. Denied
sunlight necessary for plant survival, milfoil beds die and disappear

Asian clams, quagga mussels and milfoil are now the primary
cause of Lake Tahoe environmental degradation. Over the years,
the number of contaminated boats entering Lake Tahoe from Lake
Mead and elsewhere has risen dramatically, adding to the lake’s
degradation.

Aquatic species control requires an in-depth, comprehensive,
area-wide mandatory boat inspection program. Unfortunately,
several lakes and the reservoirs popular with boaters flow into the
Truckee River near the small town of Truckee. Alone, the town of
Truckee would have great difficulty financing a mandatory boat
inspection program of this size and scope.
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We believe the Truckee Meadows Water Authority should become
a lead agency in Truckee River aquatic species mitigation. This
would require TMWA to work closely with California agencies to
help finance a bi-state milfoil eradication program and a mandatory
in-depth boat inspection program for all boats using lakes that flow
into the Truckee

River.

Both milfoil eradication and a mandatory boat inspection program
are critical to our area because the Truckee River is essentially our
only source of drinking water. If allowed to enter, Asian clams and

milfoil would quickly clog up filtration beds, pipes, main water
distribution lines, etc. of water treatment and sewer facilities.

Area ratepayers will be affected if TMWA has to significantly
increase water rates to fund unending expensive cleanup costs.
The cost of milfoil eradication and a boat inspection program would e
be far less.

Elected officials are urged to promptly address the funding issue
and draft legislation allowing TMWA to work directly with Califorma
agencies as necessary.

Gary Norris is a professor emeritus at the University of Nevada,
Reno. Jerry Purdy is a retired Federal Highway Administration
engineer.
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TCID fights through drought

Lack of good winter snowfall plauges West
AUGUST, 7 2012
BY STEVE PUTERSKI

SPUTERSKI@LAHONTANVALLEYNEWS.COM
The dry winter has come full circle as drought conditions are taking its toll on area farmers and ranchers.

Rusty Jardine, Truckee-Carson Irrigation District project manager, pteaded with the gods to send rain at Tuesday's Board
of Directors regular monthly meeting at the Churchill County Commissioners chambers.

Lahontan Reservoir is down, as of Tuesday, to 88,270 acre-feet and is losing about 1,450 acre-feet of water per day
through releases into the Truckee Canal. The lack of snowfall in the winter has left water users in the Lahontan Yalley
with minimal runoff, which has affected water diversions from the Truckee River into the canal.

According to Walt Winder, TCID deputy project manager, flows below Derby Dam are at about 142 cubic-feet per
second. Flows drop to 138 cfs at Wadsworth and are down to 19 cfs at the Bango check.

Winder, though, said a July forecast predicted Lahontan Reservoir to be at 90,000 acre-fect, but the actual recording
was 3,500 acre-feet more than the forecast. He said the district is on target with its predictions of flows and storage at
Lahontan.

Although flows are down in the Truckee Division, Carson Division releases are at 760 cfs.

While Lahontan Reservoir is suffering from the lack of water coming in, Mark Solinski said the output of electricity at the
dam and at 26-foot Drop are steady. He said about 760 cfs is bveing released into the old plant, which is generating
1,100 kilowatts of power, the new plant is producing 2,700 kW and 26-foot Drop is at 650 kW,

In other TCID news —

» Members of the Pyramid Lake Pauite Tribe attended the meeting, and also gave a 35-minute presentation about the
Truckee River Operation Agreement (TROA).

TCID and the Tribe have been discussing options about TROA and mending a fractured relationship for about a year.
according to both Tribe Chairman Wayne Burke and Jardine.

« Mike Adams, TCID's Systems and Technologies manager, said the district is upgrading security measures at Diversion
and Derby dams. TCID will install numerous security cameras around the dams.

in addition, Adams said more automated gates will be installed throught levees in Ferntey and the district. TCID has
received several complaints of individuals using the roadways, which are on private land and easernents, for personat
and recreational use,

http://www.lahontanvalleynews.com/apps/pbcs.dlt/ article?AlD=/20120807 /NEWS/ 1208099 34a parentprofilessearchiitemplate=ps intart
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Nevada Ranchers & Farmers Dealing With Drought

Posted: Aug 13, 2012 1:55 PM PDT
Updated.: Aug 13, 2012 2:32 PM PDT

In the nation's breadbasket, it's the worst drought in half a
century, killing U.S. crops, especially corn and soybeans. The
shriveled stalks in the fields are sending corn prices to a record
high. In Nevada, close-to-dry riverbeds are hurting farmers in
the Carson Valley. As the senior hydrologist for the Truckee
Meadows Water Authority observed, "The Carson River being
dry, which is the case right now, I think there's just 2 or 3
cubic feet going through Ft. Churchill right now.”

But Bill Hauck says comparatively, the Truckee Meadows is still an oasis. .our water supply
surprisingly healthy, thanks to the extensive network of upstream reservoirs like Boca and
Stampede, and of course the biggest one he monitors from his desk: Lake Tahoe. There, he told
us, "We have almost 4 feet of storage right now, maximum 6.1. feet."

But we are getting into some very dry territory. For Reno, precipitation is down a sizeable 2
inches from average this year. Down a full 4 inches from last October. But even after a dry
winter, spring and now summer, hydrologist Hauck says we're years from worry. "We're
confident that we can withstand a 9-year drought. This is only the first year of what could be
considered drought.”

Hauck says the dark years were 1987 to 1994, the 7-year drought that ranks as the worst on
record. But today, even after a dry winter, the Truckee River's reservoirs are holding strong, still
riding on the coattails of & very wet winter from 2010-2011. Ever since then we've been dry
side, but not dry enough to show up here. As of today, reservoirs are at a healthy 64% of
capacity.

According to Hauck, "As far as this year's concerned, it's business as usual for us...really not a
fot different than last year. On a scale of ! to 10, our water supply is about a 6 or 7."

But sadly, we are not isolated from the real drought trouble out east. Prices for corn, eggs and
beef will be higher here too.

-written by John Potter

There is an easy, interactive map for you to see the real-time readings of water levels from Lake
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Private sector key
to raising needed
funds for Lake
Tahoe

With public funding drying up, it will be
increasingly up to the private sector to fund
costly environmental restoration projects at
Lake Tahoe.

Such was the primary message issued
Monday during the 16th annual L.ake Tahoe
Summit as federal, state and local officials,
scientists, conservationists and business
interests gathered to take stock of ongoing
efforts to save the lake.

“In this new era, partnerships are more
important than ever for the future of Lake
Tahoe,” said Sen. Dean Heller, R-Nev.,
who hosted this year’s event at Edgewood
Tahoe on the lake's south shore. *We have
made progress but we still have more to
do.”

Since then-President Bill Clinton came to
the first Tahoe summit in 1997, more than
$1.6 billion in federal, state and local
funding has been spent to address Tahoe's
many ecological woes, including continuing
clouding of the lake’s famously clear
waters. In 1968, a person could see more
than 100 feet into Tahoe's depths from the
surface, with average clarity in 2011
estimated at just less than 69 feet.

Money raised to address the problem
financed erosion coniral, wetlands
restoration, treatrent of ailing, wildfire-
prone forests and efforts o prevent the
spread of invading plants and animals thal
could forever alter the lake.

But with key pieces of federal legislation
raising that money now expired and the
country in a different palitical and fiscal
landscape, new ways of thinking and
funding are needed for the ongoing mission
to protect the lake to continue, summit
parlicipants said.

“The rules of the game here at Tahoe are
changing and we're going to need to
change our approach,” said Allen Bilaggi.
former director of the Nevada Department
of Conservation and Natural Resources and
currently vice chair of the Tahoe Fund, a |
nonprofit organization established to raise
private money to help the lake.

Some $150,000 was pledged during &
fund-raiser held by the group Sunday
night, said Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif.
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“We must keep this effort going,” Feinstein
said. “Without the people who love this
lake, we will fail.”

Also speaking during Monday’s summit was
Nevada Gov. Brian Sandoval, a Republican,
and California’s Democratic Gov. Jerry
Brown. Both governors spoke of an
increasing spirit of cooperation among the
two states, which have battled over Tahoe
policy in the past, and the need for
continued bipartisanship when it comes to
charting Tahoe's future.

“We've got our challenges and we're not
going to get there with just a Democratic
plan or a Republican plan,” Brown said,
pointing to today’s polarized political
climate.

“You really can’t get anything done without
collaboration,” Brown said.

Sandoval emphasized the importance of
the public-private partnerships needed for
long-term plans to redevelop blighted
urban areas around the lake, producing
both environmental and economic benefits.

“Environmental improvement will be
dependent on the economic health of the
community,” Sandoval said. “When the
public and private sectors work together,
anything is possible.”

If the spirit of Monday’s summit revolved
around cooperation and hipartisanship,
there were still signs of the {ension that is
never far below the surface when it comes
to Tahoe land-use policy.

Republican Rep. Tom McClintock, who
represents Tahoe’s California side, lashed
out at some members of the board that
governs the two-state Tahoe Regional
Planning Agency and California water
quality officials for maintaining an overly
bureaucratic regulatory environment he
said is stifling Tahoe's economy and driving
residents to move elsewhere.

“The middle class is fleeing the Tahoe
Basin in droves,” McClintock said. "They
feel like they have lost controt of their own
community.”

Bui members of several conservationist
organizations issued a statement attacking
the TRPA for preparing a new regional plan
they say would be “devastating” to the
environment.

“‘Greenwashing’ its activities with the term
‘smart growth,” it now promotes the
intensification of development, complete
with taller and more densely packed
buildings,” said the statement, jointly
released by the Tahoe Area Sierra Club,
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North Tahoe Citizen Action Alliance, Friends
of Lake Tahoe, North Tahoe Preservation
Alliance and the Friends of the West Shore.

The new regional plan, expected to be
approved by the TRPA by the end of this
year, is a “short-term bonanza for resort
developers” and “a disaster for the lake
and the long-term economic health of the
region,” the statement said.
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Lake Tahoe at key
juncture 15 years
after first Tahoe
Summit

Fifteen years after then-President Bill
Clinton came to the first Lake Tahoe
Summit, political leaders gather again
today to assess successes and challenges
when it comes to preserving a national
treasure.

And the 2012 Lake Tahoe Summit comes
at a particularly pivotal period amid
mounting economic challenges, finalization
of a planning blueprint for Tahoe's future
and a nearing deadline for Nevada's
threatened pullout from a two-state
compact established to protect the lake.

“This is an exceptionally important moment
in time, largely because we're in
transition,” said Joanne Marchetta,
executive director of the Tahoe Regional
Planning Agency, established by Congress
in 1969 to preserve a threatened Tahoe
Basin.

When Clinton spoke during the first summit
in 1997, he told participants he was
“convinced we can succeed” in an
accelerated mission to protect the lake
from a host of ecological ills. This included
continued loss of the lake’s famed clarity,
declining forest health and roads choked
with pollution-belching traffic.

California, local governments and the
private sector have made big-bucks
contributions to addressing Tahoe's
problems ever since, with more than $1.6
billion invested over the last 15 years.

Much progress has been made, Marchetta
said, pointing to last year's comprehensive
assessment of TRPA's “environmental
thresholds,” which serve as a checklist for
key environmental goals in the basin.

Status determinations were made for 92 of
151 environmental standards tracked by
the agency and, of those, 63 percent had
been attained or implemented.

One key finding was that the long-term
trend in the decline of Tahoe's clarity is
slowing, likely due to costly projects to
prevent sediment from flowing into the lake
and clouding its azure waters.

“We've made tremendous strides over 15
years. Across the board on the
environment, we are making progress,”

Advertisement

Pricit Powered By

Sy 20120

AN



Format Dynamics :: CleanPrint o http:/Avww.rgj.com/article/20120813...

20f4

hitp:/Awvawwrg.com/ fdepZunigue = 1 341870310500

Marchetta said. “On clarity, in particular,
we have stopped the decline.”

Last year, one could see 68.9 feet into
Tahoe's depths from the surface based on
average measurements, an improvement of
4.5 feet over the previous year.

But scientists worry over summertime
drops in clarity in recent years, a change
possibly linked to the proliferation of
cyclotella, a single-cell, free-floating algae
that decrease water clarity by scattering
light.

The impacts of climate change, including
generally warming waters and lessening of
mixing of lake waters, appear conducive to
high populations of algae, said Geolffrey
Schladow, director of the University of
California, Davis Tahoe Environmental
Research Center.

Changing ecological trends are not the only
challenge ahead. Another is diminishing
funding in the face of the country’s
economic troubles.

At last year's summit, U.S. Sen. Dean Heller
— host of this year’s event — spoke of a
“new reality” as government funding to pay
for costly restoration projects at the lake
dries up.

“Quite simply, we need to learn to do more
with less,” the Republican lawmaker said at
the time.

While Nevada's secretary of state, Heller
served on TRPA's governing board from

1995 to 2006, acting as chairman in 2001
and 2002,

The theme of this year’'s Tahoe Summit is
public-private partnerships, arrangements
Heller said will be “so critical” if needed
private-sector money is going be funneled
into future efforis to protect the lake.

“The health of the environment and the
health of the economy of Tahoe are
linked,” agreed Derek Kauneckis, a
researcher and political science professor
at University of Nevada, Reno.

Public-private partnerships are already
effectively established at Tahoe and they
set the stage for more efforts in which
businesses can help reach environmenial
targets while making a buck. Kauneckis
said.

“It's a way to find incentives for businesses
to attain the goals of environmental policy,”

Kauneckis said.

Like last year, this summit occurs in the
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backdrop of action taken by the 2011
Nevada Legislature. That is when
lawmakers passed a bill that could pull
Nevada out of the bi-state compact that
established TRPA in 2015 if a new regional
plan guiding land use in the Tahoe Basin is
not approved.

Marchetta said the agency remains on track
to have the plan approved by the end of
this year.

The pullout threat, Marchetta said, “did
catalyze a set of diverse parties to come t
ogether and talk and find common
ground.”

The emerging plan is steered toward an
emphasis in redevelopment of Tahoe's
aging urban areas, funding environmental
upgrades while stimulating an ailing
economy at the same time.

It's a direction needed at a time Tahoe
faces far different problems than it did
when TRPA was formed 43 years ago —
when rampant, uncontrolled growth was
the primary issue, Marchetta said. The
private sector will prove key to meeting the
new challenge emphasizing
redevelopment, she said.

“Today, we need to update what we have,’
Marchetta said. “Without a healthy
economy, we really can’t pay for all the
environmental improvements we need to
deliver.”

Like its predecessors, the 16th Annual
Lake Tahoe Summit means much more

than essentially offering a venue for a
political pholo op, Marchetta said. Rather,
it underscores achievements of a
multifaceted partnership thal must continue
if long-term goals can be achieved.

It also highlights Tahoe as an environmentail
priority at the same level as the

Everglades, Chesapeake Bay, the Greal
Lakes and Columbia River Gorge, she said.

“It's reaffirming the importance of Tahoe as
a national restoration priority,” Marchelta
said.

Expenditures

Since the 1997 Lake Tahoe Summit

« More than $1.62 billion invested in the
Environmental Improvement Program.
+ $521.1 million by the federal
government.

+ $636.2 million by California.

+ $101.4 million by Nevada

« $68.2 million by local governments

« $299.6 million by the privale sector
Source: Tahoe Regional Planning
Agency.
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KKey projects

« More than 395 projects completed, 212
more in progress.

+ Erosion control measures installed on
577 miles of roadways.

« 51,288 acres of hazardous fuels
freated.

+ 15,850 acres of wildlife habitat
restored, including 1,509 acres of streamn
environmental zones.

+ 2,579 linear feet of shoreline added for
public access.

+ 134 miles of bike and pedesirian routes
created.

Source: Tahoe Regional Planning
Agency.

Forest fuels, fire danger, invasive
species

« In 2011, 4,276 acres of forest fuels
were reduced, 388 acres of habitat were
restored or enhanced, and 76 miles of
roads were trealed for storm-water.

«In 2011, 4,129 homes were inspected
for defensible space and 1,330 residents
and businesses retrofitted their
properties to improve storm-water runoff.
« In 2011, the Lake Tahoe Aguatic
Invasive Species Program conducted
more than 7,660 watercraft inspections
for invasive species and decontaminated
4,800.

Source: Tahoe Regional Planning
Agency.

2012 Lake Tahoe Summit

When: 10 a.m. today.

Where Edgewoocd Tahoe. Stateline
Who: Hostis U S Sen Dean Helles

R-Nev

U.S. Rep. Shelley Berkley, D-Las Vegas

California Gov. Jerry Brawn, Damocral
1J.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstem. D-Calf
Nevada Lt. Gov. Brian Krolickl,
Republican

U.S. Rep. Tom McClintock, R-Caiif
Nevada Gov. Brian Sandoval,
Republican

Source: Heller's office

More
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Quagga mussels
still being found on
boats trying to
enter Lake Tahoe

Two motorboats — one of which had been
previously cleaned and declared free of
danger — were recently intercepted at Lake
Tahoe with quagga mussels attached to the
vessels, officials said today.

The mussels were found by inspectors and
boats prevented from launching into Lake
Tahoe, said Pete Brumis, spokesman for
the Tahoe Resource Conservation District.

“We're still seeing quite a few
(contaminated) boats,” Brumis said. “This
tells us the inspection program is working
and is necessary.”

The first vessel was examined Aug. 2 at
the inspection station the district runs at
Spooner Summit. It had been recently
operated in Southern Nevada's Lake Mead,
which is heavily infested with mussels.

Its owners had the boat cleaned and
decontaminated after pulling it out of Lake
Mead but Tahoe inspectors still found more
than 50 quagga mussels attached to its hull
in the stern and engine areas, Brumis said.

“This was actually a boat that had been
quote, unquote professionally cleaned and
decontaminated,” Brumis said.

“Unfortunately some of these boats are just
so encrusted they just don't get all of
them.”

Another boat was found with a single
quagga mussel attached to its anchor line
the following day at the inspection station in
Meyers. That vessel had previously been
used at Lake Havasu, which like the entire
lower Colorado River syslem is infesled
with quagga mussels.

So far this summer five boats have been
found with mussels and one with another
aquatic invader, New Zealand mudsnails,
attached, Brumis said. Several hundred
vessels deemed to pose a potential threat
have been decontaminated at the five
Tahoe boat stations.

The conservation district and Tahoe
Regional Planning Agency have been
inspecting boats since 2008, the year afier
quaggas were first discovered in Lake
Mead.

While Tahoe's waters are not as conducive
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to mussels as Mead'’s, studies have shown
adult mussels can live in the lake. Should
they become established, a Tahoe
infestation would come at crippling
environmental and economic cost.

One study suggested an infestation could
cost Tahoe’s tourism economy $22 million
per year.

Related Links

Tahoe crayfish harvesting under way bul creating
market for the food is challenging
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Kudos for new look
at Methodist Church

As | come to and from worship at the
Methodist Church, | am delighted to see the n
ew look and plantings on West Street.

Kudos to Roberta Ross, the River School,
Truckee Meadows Water Authority and
anyone else who helped with this effort.

Phyllis Mattingly, Reno
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A boat inspection and decontamination
program will not start in earnest this
summer at three Northern Nevada
reservoirs as originally hoped, Nevada
wildlife officials said.

The Nevada Department of Wildlife is still
awailing a needed grant approval and
equipment it needs to implement the
$808,000 effort at Lahontan, Rye Patch
and Wild Horse reservoirs, said Karen
Vargas, the department’s aquatic invasive
species coordinator.

argas had hoped to have al least limited
operations under way by now but at this
point only some public educalion efforts
could be taking place at the reservoirs late
in the summer.

“If it does get under way it's going to be
very limited this summer,” Vargas said.
“We are set up to go full-bore next year.”

Inspections and decontamination are
needed to prevent the spread of aquatic
invaders — in particular the quagga
mussel, which has overrun Southern
Nevada's Lake Mead.

Tests conducted in April 2011 indicated
the presence of juvenile quaggas al
Lahontan and Rye Patch, an alarming find
for officials determined to prevent spread
of the damaging mollusks to Northern
Nevada water bodies, particularly Lake
Tahoe.

Wild Horse Reservoir, located near the
Idaho line |, drains into the Columbia River
Basin where a mussel infestation would
come with dire economic consequences

Additional tests at Lahontan and Rye Patch
conducted by the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation a couple of months ago came
back negative for quaggas, Vargas said.

Wildlife officials this week announced
details of a watercraft sticker program that
takes effect in January 2013. Revenue
collected is designed to fund the battle

against such aquatic invaders as quagga of

zebra mussels, Asian clams and the waler
weed Eurasian watermilfoll.

The stickers, costing $10 for Nevada-
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registered motorboats, must be purchased
and affixed to vessels before launching.

Boaters who fail to comply with the
regulation, adopted into law by the 2011
Legislature, could be cited though early
efforts will focus on education, said Chief
Game Warden Rob Buonamici.

“Boats are most often the route for new
infestations,” Buonamici said of the danger
posed by aquatic hitchhikers.

Mandatory boat inspections and
decontamination has occurred at Lake
Tahoe since 2008, the year after quaggas
were first discovered in Lake Mead.

in 2011, 7,600 vessels were inspected at
Tahoe, with 4,800 considered to be at risk
decontaminated. A number of vessels
encrusted with quagga mussels have been
intercepted.

Watercraft decal program

+ $10 to buy stickers for Nevada
motorboats.

+ $5 for Nevada paddle craft.

+ $20 for out-of-state motorboats.

+ $10 for out-of-state paddle craft.

- Small watercraft that can't hold waler,
including paddle boards and floal tubes,
are exempt.

Source: Nevada Department of Wildlife.
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The Bureau of Land Management issued its
environmental study and recommended
approval Friday of a massive pipeline to
carry water from rural counties along the
Nevada-Utah line o Las Vegas.

The 5,000-page report is now up for a 60-
day review before the federal agency issues
a final record of decision on Southern
Nevada Water Authority’s right of way
application, the BLM said.

“Our record of decision will mainly address
the pipeline, the way that the pipeline should
be placed and the resources thatl are
impacted by that,” said Penny Woods, BLM
project manager.

Also still pending is a biological opinion

from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on the
consequences the water project would have
on wildlife.

State Engineer Jason King in March granted
SNWA permission to pump up to 84,000
acre-feet of groundwater a year from four
rural valleys in Lincoln and White Pine
counties. His approval has since been
challenged in court by environmental
groups, local governments, Indian tribes,
ranchers and others who claim the project
will ensure economic and environmental
doom to the rural areas.

On Friday, critics took aim at the BLM.

“What BLM has refused to study 1s a real
alternative for the 300 mile pipeline project,
including increasing waler supplies for
Southern Nevada tnrmgh significant water
efficiency opportunities and desalination

Abby Johnson of Great Basin Water Network,

a coalition of groups opposed to the water

project, said in a statement.

Work on the BLM’s environmental impact
statemenl began in 2005, and & bNWA
official said Friday’s rey )0[1 and

recommendation represents another big
hurdle in the project that is still years, if not
decades, from being built.

“This is one of the most thorough and
comprehensive analyses ever conducted for
a municipal waler supply project,” said Zare
Marshall, SNWA director of environmental
resources. “Althcugh the consiruction
timeline will be dictated by the (‘oioradn
River conditions and other factors, getling
this project shovel ready gives :,ou*hc m
Nevadans a safety net against potential
shortages.”
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The Las Vegas area is home to 2 million
people and attracis 40 million visitors
annually. Most of the region’s water comes
from the overtapped Colorado River, a
source shared by seven western stales and
Mexico. Waler authority officials say the
rural water is needed to protect the state’s
population center and economic engine
from severe water shortage.

Critics also said the BLM relied on outdated
or faulty data, and argued that the project’s

cost once estimated around $3 billion more
likely would approach $16 billion and should
have been addressed in the agency's report
to determine if it was financially feasible.

Additionally, they said the BLM study showed
the overall water import project was
unsustainable.

‘Unless it denies SNWA's request for a
pipeline ROW, we do not see how the BLM will
be able to adequately protect the 12 million
acres of public lands in eastern Nevada from
massive water depletion and land
supsidence,” said Susan Lynn, Great Basin
Water Network coordinator.

Friday's environmental report addressed the
263 miles of buried pipeline, 280 miles of
overhead power lines, six electrical
substations, as well as pumping stalions,
regulating tanks, a 40 million gallon-per-day
buried storage reservoir and a 165 million
gallon-per-day water treatment plant.

Woods said each of those components
would trigger other environmental studies
specific to SNWA's plans before they could
be built.
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Whether it's raining in June or dry in December,
Truckee Meadows Water Authority always values
responsible water use. That’s why we encourage

Weather-Wise Watering.

® @

Truckee Meadows Water Authority

has workshops and tours to help you
understand the Weather-Wise needs of
your landscape throughout the seasons.

Join us for this upcoming event:

summertime Maintenance:

Getting to Know Your
Sprinkler System

Wednesday
AUGUST

5:30 p.m. at TMWA,
1355 Capital Bivd.
Reno, NV

All workshops are free. Please RSVP to
conservation@trmwa.com or 834-8005.

G2t 12 We are here to help.
For a schedule of more
workshops and tours and '
oﬂuerconsemtiontnols.mlt
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Posted: July 13, 2012

Members ratify pact with TMWA

Local 1245 members at Truckee Meadows Water Authority ratified a new agreement on a
vote of 57-8. The TMWA Board of Directors also approved the pact.

The agreement provides wage increases of 2.5% in the first year, 2% in the second year
and 42 hours of PLT which the employee may cash out, defer, or use.

Other provisions include:

°

©

©

@

)

Employee may now cash out up to 40 hours of vacation per year.

Employee may cash out sick leave of up to 48 hours per year above 700 hours of
accrued sick leave,

Replaced fixed shift differential with percentage of hourly rate.

Employee who works in the “rest period” window but less than 2 hours will receive 7
hours of rest, while employee who works over 2 hours will retain 9 hours rest. In
previous agreement, employee who did not physically work 2 hours did not get rest
period at ail.

Increase to $75 for phone allowance for employees who use smart phone technology.

Created new “Senijor” position in facilities/grounds.
Tightened language limiting TMWA ability to cross classification employees.

Employees hired after July 1, 2012 will share in change of costs (up or down) 50/50
of NV PERS (for term of agreement).

Minor changes to meal tickets: Employees now get $28/meal with CPl escalator and
a set 45 minutes for meals.

Representing the union on the negotiating committee, along with Business Rep. Pat Waite,
were Greg Bates, Jackson Bergland, Steve Enos, Mark Patterson, and Bryce Twitcheli.

Serving on the ad hoc committee were Travis Bunkowski, Mike Miliigan and Jeff Westwood.

-
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Whether it’s raining in June or dry in December,
Truckee Meadows Water Authority always values
responsible water use. That's why we encourage

Weather-Wise Watering.
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Navigating Richards Way between Pyramid
Highway and Probasco Way in Sparks could
be easier Monday as road crews working
for the Truckee Meadow Water Authority
finish paving the street after work rerouting
waler lines.

While the streets were being excavated (o
access the water lines, passage to homes
on the street, the Sparks Senior Cilizens
Center, the City Recreation Center and the
adjacent main recrealion office was
frequently hampered.

Spanish Springs Construction crews began
to grade the areas to be paved Wednesday a
nd are scheduled to finish paving Monday,
said Jon Ericson, city of Sparks
transportation manager.

“With the high temperatures, it's really
difficult toc pave,” Ericson said.

Temperatures soared to 100 degrees and
higher from Monday through Thursday, m
aking the prospect of paving uncertain,
Ericson said.

A cool-down is expected through the
weekend, prompting the decision to move

forward.

It's been a challenge to traverse the street

for nearby residents and senior center

visitors.

“We'll be glad when this is done,” said
Tanja Ramociotti, site supervisor for the
senior center.

She said the center had permission to use
the Reno Korean Presbyterian Church
parking lot on First Street, which made
access to activities a little easier for
seniors.

Ramociotli said city officials were u‘eiiue—:;t
about informing the faciliies and resident:
about (‘hanges fo access on the street,
knocking on doors and placing information |
fliers at residences |
The center is closed today because of the
paving schedule.

Work on the street began July 2. The
project included relocating and replaring
water service to buildings on First Street
and to date has cost about $10,000,
according to TMWA.

Advertisement
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Ericson said the work on the street, which

improved access to utility lines

undeground, should wrap up in two weeks.

Other Sparks Road Projects
Sparks has several road projects
underway, including:

+ Pedestrian enhancements on Prater
Way

» A bikeway project on Nichols Avenue
- Rehabilitation on Greenbrae Drive

» Rehabilitation work by NV energy on
the east end of Prater Way between
Pyramid Way and McCarran Boulevard.
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Be the first of your friends to like this

RENO, NV - You know what these three digit temperatures are doing to vou. It turns out yvour lawn,

your shrubs and trees are feeling the same pain.

"When the temperature rises above 90 degrees plants actually stop growing " t;ag,ff: 2 al :
Rail City Garden Center. "They're in a defensive mode. They're trving to suck waler up throuah

ceon

their roots as fast as they can to go through their leaves to cool themselves off.

Just like us we have to hydrate. Your lawn has to hydrate t0o," says Andy Gebhardi ol he

SO
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Your Yard Suffers in This Feat, Too: A Survival Guide Btp: s koloprintthischichabibiny com ptoptUespire &pde Yo Ve S

Truckee Meadows Walter Authoriiy.-

So, your yard needs more water. After a long day in the sun, the water you put on it early in
the meming is gone.

One adjustment you could make is another round of watering later in the day or, il your automaltic
sprinkler clock has a seasonal adjustiment. Hollis advises cranking it up to 125 or 130% while ihe
heat lasis.

"You don't want over runoff, but you still want additional water."
If not, add another cycle. Just make sure it's not in the heat of the day.

"It's against the rules and with good reason," says Gebhardt. "It doesn't do your lawn any good.
Most of it is evaporating.

t

How you water can also be important. "Don't overheard spray on your shrubs.” says Haollis. "Don't
let that water get on the surface of the leaves and fry them."

Fortunately Gebhardt says thanks to the winter before last we've gol the waler to gel you and youu
yard through this summer.

Hand watering is still allowed and, if you've got a new lawn, you've got a 6 week grace period
before you have to follow the three day schedule.

How do you tell if you're doing things right? Your plants will tell you.

"The first sign is when it starts willing," says Hollis. "You want to keep them rigid. You want (o keep
them hydrated.”

Another way is lo take a six-inch screwdriver and stick it into your lawn. "If it can go all the way o
the hilt, your lawn is getting ample nutrients and water." says Gebhardt.

There are things you can do to your soil, additives and mulch that will help as well, but the key is
just more water as long as this heat lasts.

TMWA, your local nursery shop or the folks at Cooperative Extension all have plenty of more
information on water wise gardening.

Find this article at:
http:/fww kolotv.com/home/headlines/Your_Yard_Suffers_in_This_Heat Too A _Survival_Guide 162288430 mim

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.

Copyright © 2002-2010 - Gray Television Group, Inc
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Critics say Lake
Mead efforts
inadequate to
protect against
mussel invasion

Lake Tahoe and other pristine water
bodies in the West are threatened by an
alarming number of pleasure boats leaving
Southern Nevada’s Lake Mead without
being adequately inspected for the
possible presence of invading mussels,
critics say.

Conservationists, environmental regulators,
politicians and power providers from at
least six western states are asking
members of Congress and federal agencies
to require a much stronger boat inspection
program be established at the Las Vegas-
area reservoir now overrun by more than 1
trillion quagga mussels.

The concern is the mussels could spread
from Lake Mead and contaminate other
vulnerable places, including Tahoe and the
Columbia River system, at potentially
staggering environmental and economic
cost.

“It's unimaginable how much chaos could
result,” said Republican Idaho state Rep.
Eric Anderson, who joined others in
criticizing the National Park Service for what
he described as a lackluster approach to
addressing the danger.

William Dickinson, superintendent of the
Lake Mead National Recreation Area, and
Bryan Moore, the park service biologist who
heads the quagga mussel program at Lake
Mead, could not be reached for comment.

But Randy Lavasseur, assistant chief ranger
at the recreation district, said the vastness
of the 248-square-mile reservoir, visited

by more than 8 million people per year.
presents a serious challenge when it comes
to ensuring departing vessels are free of

the thumb-sized mollusks.

In a June 18 letter to Interior Secretary Ken
Salazar and copied to more than 30
governors and members of Congress,
Anderson wrote that Idaho officials are
“seriously disappointed” over how the
federal government plans to spend a $1
million appropriation pushed by U.S. Rep.
Mike Simpson, R-ldaho, designed to
support mandatory boat inspection and
decontamination stations at Lake Mead.
Much of the money is designated for other
purposes, such as public outreach,
Anderson said.
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“Lake Mead is truly the primary source of
our concern,” Anderson said, adding that
28 of 50 boats found to be contaminated
with mussels at Idaho inspection stations
this year had arrived at that state after
boating in Lake Mead.

“We all agree that's what they need to do,
to clean the boats coming out of that
system,” Anderson said. “Until they do,
everything is at risk.”

Similar senliments are expressed by
officials at Lake Tahoe, where a potential
mussel invasion is seen as one of the most
dire threats to the landmark alpine lake.
According to a study by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Tahoe’s tourism-
dependent economy could suffer a $22
million hit per year if quagga or zebra
mussels become established there.

No mussels have yet been found at Tahoe
but juvenile mussels were detecled last
year at two Northern Nevada reservoirs —
Lahontan and Rye Patch — not far away.
Quaggas were first found in Lake Mead in
2007 and are now estimated to number
about 1.5 trillion in Mead and along the
Colorado reservoir system.

Mandatory boat inspections have been
required at Lake Tahoe since 2008 with
7,600 vessels inspected last year.

“Many boats” coming from Lake Mead have
been intercepted contaminated with
mussels, including two this summer, said
Ted Thayer, aquatic invasive species
manager for the Tahoe Regional Planning

Agency. One of those had been at Mead
only a couple of days prior.

“We are concerned funds are being
allocated without necessarily keeping
mussel-fouled boats from coming out of L
ake Mead,” Thayer said. “They're saying
they're doing the best they can. We're
saying more could be done, particularly on
the part of the park service.”

The danger is particularly serious with
regard to boats that are moored for some
time at Lake Mead, allowing mussels time
to grow on the vessels, Thayer said.

Joining the chorus of concern is the Nature
Conservancy. In a June 29 letter to
Dickinson of the Lake Mead National
Recreation Area and the assistant regional
director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, the group tells of "irreversible
impacts” should the mussel invasion
spread. The letier 1s signed by the
conservancy's state directors from Idaho,
Montana, Oregon, Washington and
Wyoming — where no mussels have been
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found — and Arizona, where they have.

“Inspection and decontamination stations
are needed at Lake Mead as a first
pricrity,” the conservancy’s letter said. "All
other proposed expendilures are of lesser
value and priority.”

Meeting this week in Boise, the Northwest
Power and Conservation Council it is
seeking $2 million in federal aid to beef up
inspection efforts to prevent mussels from
becoming established in the Pacific
Northwest. The council guides power and
environmental policy in ldaho, Montana,
Oregon and Washinglon. All express
frustration over qualily of boat inspections
at Lake Mead.

“A second line of defense is not as good
perhaps as stopping them at Lake Mead,
but it's something we have to do when we
can’t depend on interdiction efforts,” said
Phil Rockefeller, Washington’s appointee to
the group.

By the numbers

7.600: Lake Tahoe boals inspected in
2011,

4,800: Lake Tahoe boats
decontaminated in 2011,

322 million: Estimated annual cost to
Lake Tahce's economy if mussels are
established.

1.5 trillion: Number of mussels believed
to be in Lake Mead and nearby water

badies.

At a glance

Critics say the National Park Service is

not giving proper priority to the need o

inspect boats departing Lake Mead for

the presence of quagga mussels, which
could contaminate other valuable water
bodies across the West
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Whether it's raining in June or dry in December,
Truckee Meadows Water Authority always values
responsible water use, That’s why we encourage

Weather-Wise Watering.
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This column is part of a series by local
stakeholders. Have a column idea? Email

editor Lauren Guslus at 'gusit

Veins of silver ore may have attracted
emigrants o Nevada, but it was the
irrigation ditches, filled with water shining
like silver under the western sun, that
created a land in which they could settle
down.

The history of our irrigation system is
closely tied to the story of Washoe County.
From Spanish Springs to Washoe Valley, a
network of irrigation ditches brought water
to a thirsty land. With that water came
opportunity and change.

Water gave people a reason to stay after
the Comstock Lode stopped producing.
Ditches made sure the water got to those
who conlinued to carve a life ouf of the
Nevada wilderness through ranching and
agriculture.

Before irrigation ditches, people relied
strictly on seasonal runoff for their water
supplies. Imagine how devastating that
might be after a winter such as the one we
just experienced, with little or no snowfall.

We felt that it was important to include a
look at our local ditch system as part of the

“If Parks Could Talk” series because these
ditches have played such an important role
in the development and maintenance of
many of our Washoe County Parks.

All six regional parks highlighted in this
year's program are home to some of the
area’s most important ditches. Each diltch,
like the parks themselves, have a story (o
tell.

The longest difch in Washoe County is the
Orr Ditch, which provides a lush, riparian
corridor through the center of Lazy 5
Regional Park. Construction began on the
34-mile ditch in the 1870s, and the water
it carried was vital to the settlement of the
Spanish Springs Valley.

Once completed, the Orr Ditch ran from
Spanish Springs all the way to the University
of Nevada, Reno, where remnanis of the
ditch can still be seen just south of the
university’s Manzanita Lake. The Highland
Ditch, originally built to support Hermann
Rafael's sprawling ranchland north of the
Truckee River, now helps to keep the
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popular park that bears his name lush and
green for the million and a half visitors who
use Rancho San Rafael Regional Park each
year.

Bartley Ranch Regional Park is home to
both the Last Chance and Lake Ditches.
These ditches were originally constructed,
along with the popular Steamboat Dilch, to
support ranching and farming start-ups
south of Reno. Now, water from both
ditches is helping with recovery efforts at
the park following last year's Caughlin Fire.

The Lake Ditch also feeds water to Washoe
Golf Course, Reno's oldest.

Further south, the Ophir Creek Diversion
feeds water to Davis Pond, a popular
fishing spot adjacent to the Davis Creek
Campground. If you're looking for a place
lo observe local wildlife, just hang around
our ditches for a while. As our region
develops, the irrigation ditches become
less and less visible to the casual observer.
My hope is that we never lose sight of the
important changes they brought to this
region.

Ranger Marie Fong has been with the
Washoe County Department of Regional
Parks and Open Space for 17 years.

fyougo

«Washoe County Regioral Parks and

Open Space will host a walk and talk
aboul the county's dilch systerm at 7 p.m
July 12 Meet outside the Weslem
Heritage Interpretive Center at Bartley

Ranch Regional Park

« The “If Parks Could Talk” exhibit will be
on display in the Western Herltage
Interpretive Center al Barticy Ranch
Regional Park through Aug 1 Special
programs inciude Northern Nevada
Bluegrass at 7 p.m. today and cowboy
poet Tony Argentc on July 1¢

< A complete listing of the Thursday
evening ranger talks is at

P L N I P Rt
W vV ashioacountyparks com
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There could have been ski lifts carved out
of the mountainside, and crisscrossing
frails leading the way down to a European-
style village nestled on the edge of a clear
blue mountain lake.

A picture of ski resort perfection.

Instead, reality is a different kind of
perfection. Crisp, cold water laps against a
rocky shore. And on a recent weekend
hike, there is not a soul in sight.

Only 10 miles from Truckee, Calif,
Independence Lake feels as if it is worlds
away. The alpine lake has remained
relatively untouched and unknown.

A partnership between NV Energy and The
Nature Conservancy was formed to make
sure it stays that way.

“When you see if from the air, it is hard to
believe that it is only 10 miles from
Truckee and Interstate 80. It is so close but
relatively unknown,” said Jeff Ceccarelli,
senior vice president of energy supply at
NV Energy.

Through the years

Over the years, Independence Lake, which
is 2.4 miles long and about 1/2 mile wide,
has attracted a variety of visitors.

It was named Independence Day in 1858
by Lola Montez, an Irish-born actress who
would later become known as the Belle of
the California Gold Rush. The tallest
mountain on the west end of the lake, ML.
Lola, is named for her.

The lake served as a resort for recreational
enthusiasts in the early 1900s. Later, it was
used for logging operations by Hobart
Mills. In 1937, NV Energy (which was then
Sierra Pacific Power Company) purchased
acreage surrounding the lake from the
Hobart Estate.

Al that time Sierra Pacific was in the water
business, and Independence Lake was pari
of its upstream water storage facilities.
When Sierra Pacific sold its waler business,
the wafer rights in the lake went o the
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Truckee Meadows Water Authority.

Because of its elevation at 7,000 feet,
today Independence Lake is a valuable
supply of drought storage water for Reno-
Sparks and the Truckee Meadows.

Sierra Pacific has been approached by
parties interested in developing the land
around Independence Lake a number of
times, including the Disney Corporation in
the 1970s.

Perfect partnership

“The Nature Conservancy did an
assessment of the entire Sierra Nevada
ecoregion in the mid-1990s, and
Independence Lake is one of those sites
that popped up as being very important,
mainly because of the Lahontan cutthroat
trout,” said Chris Fichtel, Independence
Lake project director for the Nevada
chapler of The Nature Conservancy.

In May 2010, the conservancy purchased
2,325 acres of land around the lake owned
by NV Energy for $15 million.

The lake bed remains the property of
California; Truckee Meadows Water
Authority owns up to 17,000 acre-feet of
the lake’s waters (for drought storage).

The sale was anything but an overnight
process.

“When the economy crashed in 2008, we
were a little unsure if we were going to be a
ble to pull all the funding together,” Fichtel

said.

‘It was very important from our perspective
to put it in the hands of somebody who
would maintain the proper stewardship. We
wanted to ensure that there was
consideration of the endangered species
but also that the property would be made
available to the public in a way that made
sense,” Ceccarelli said. "And The Nature
Conservancy was the perfect fit for that.”

The nonprofit officially acquired the
property in Aprit 2010. NV Energy
continues to be involved in the lake today
with a commitment of $1.4 for invesiments
into the Lahontan Culthroat Trout Recovery
program after the completion of the sale
back to The Nature Conservancy.

Protecting the environment

The rustic beauty of the land surrounding
Independence Lake is matched by the lake’
s untouched ecosystem.

i
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“We have done some surveys on the lake,
and there are no nonnative plant species.
Everything in there is native,” Fichtel said.

Independence Lake is home to one of the
world’s last two wild populations of
Lahontan cutthroat trout, which has
disappeared from 99 percent of its historic
range.

To maintain the integrity of the ecosysiem,
the Nature Conservancy is working hard to
protect Independence Lake from invasive
species such as Quagga and Zebra mussels
that have taken root in other Sierra waters,
including Lake Tahoe and Donner Lake.

To protect Independence Lake from the
threat of invasive species, no personal
watercraft are allowed on the lake.

To allow visitors access to the lake, the
Nature Conservancy provides an in-basin
fleet of watercraft, including kayaks and
pontoon float boats, that are available on a
first-come, first-served basis. Fishing is
allowed on the lake, but the Lahontan
cultroat trout are catch and release only.

“Ilis an unbelievable jewel in the Sierra,”
Ceccarelli said.

Added Fichtel: "A lot of times for people
who visit, it really is just about this is a
beautiful place, a fantastic, gorgeous place,
but also for them to realize why the lake
itself is important beyond its beauty. What
it supports in terms of native species.
There is so much there, and as people visit
the property, they begin to notice these
things for themselves.”

IFYQU GO

* DIRECTIONS: From 1-80. take
Highway 89 North toward Sierraville
Travel 15 miles, then tumn lefl off
Highway 89 to Jackson Meadow
Reservoir. Afler 1.5 miles, turn left at the
sign for Independence Lake onto a
rough dint road. Take a right at the fork 2
miles in. at the sign for Independence
Lake. After another hatfanile there is
another fork in the road, go left and
cross a stream. f you do not drive
across a stream soon afler taking this
left fork, you have made a wrong tum
Continue uniil you reach Independence
l.ake.

« ONLINE: For more information on
independence Lake, visit
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Whether it's raining in June or dry in December,
Truckee Meadows Water Authority always values
responsible water use. That’s why we encourage

Weather-Wise Watering.

®@®

Assigned-Day Watering only applies to your
sprinklers. Run your spinklers when it's cool

and not windy, usually early in the morning.
Turn them off when it's raining.

Water Weather-Wisely on your assigned days.

Also, give your sprinkiers a rest on
Mondays, as it s TMWA'S day 10 replensh
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o - . . LAKE TAHOE BLUE
A troublesome water weed that has spread through Lake Tahoe for decades is now established along the length

of the Truckee River, posing possible problems of unknown scope and scale.

From the outlet of the Tahoe City Dam to where the river flows into Pyramid Lake 116 miles downstream in the

desert, anywhere the river’s waters flow slowly enough Eurasian watermitfoil can be found, expents said.

“It goes all the way to the end of the river,” said John Mosely. environmental director of the Pyramid Lake S

Paiute Tribe. “In every irigation diversion. in every backwater, we can find it

“Its a huge concern,” Mosely sud

An exotic and aggressive invader, Burastan watermilforl is rouble. The weed crowds out patve planis and

lakes away oxygen needed by fish. It can ruin boatmg and clog wrigation ditches. water itakes and pipes
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No one knows for sure shen it first showed up in Lake Tahoe.

A pood guess is that watermilfoil appeared in South Lake Tahoe's Tahoe Keys Marina - a place now
thoroughly infested - sometime in the mid- to-late-1980s. said Lars Anderson, a scientist with the U.S.

Department of Agriculiure who has tracked the weed's spread since 1994,

Spread by boats or as weed fragments carried by currents toak root on the Jake bottom Furastan witernnbion

can now be Tound in most of Tahoe’s marinas and some other near-shore areas

Established near the Tahoe City Dam. the weed may have escaped mto an overtlowig Truckee River duning

the flood of January 1997,

It was found growing in a quict part of the river near Verdi a fow years later and is now fimly established i the

lower river near Pyvramid Lake.

The weed has not vet posed any serious problems for the Truekee Meadows Wider Aathority. wlnch draws the

bulk of its drinking water supplics from the river.
The utility’s hydroeleetric plants are located in parts of the river that flow too fast for the weed to grow.

Recent multimillion-dolar upgrades to the Hightand Canal, which serves the area’s primary drinking water
weatment plant, substantially increased water veloeity and diminished any threat said Bill Hauck, water supph
coordinator for the authority, A troublesome water weed that has spread throngh Lake Tahoe for decades 1s now

established along the tength of the Truckee River. posing possible prablenms of unknown scope and scale

From the outlet of the Tahoe City Dam 10 where the river flows imo Pyramid Lake 116 miles downstream in the

desert, anywhere the river’s waters low slowly cnough Curasian watermilfoid can be found, expents said

It goes all the way to the end of the river.” said John Mosely. environmental divectar of the Pyramsd Lake

Painte Tribe. “In every imigation diversion, in every backwater, we can find it

“1t7s a huge concern,” Mosely said

archives

An exotic and aggressive invader, Eurasian watermilfoil is trouble. The weed erowds out native plants and

takes away oxygen needed by fish. [t can ruin boating and clog irvigation ditches, water intakes and pipes
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thoroughly infested - sometime In the mid- to-late-1930s, said Lars Anderson, a scientist with the LS
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Spread by boats or as weed fragments carvied by currents took root on the take bottom, Ewrasian watermniforl

can now be found i most of Taboo's marmas and some other near-shore areas
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Whether it's raining in June or dry in December,
Truckee Meadows Water Authority always values
responsible water use. That's why we encourage

Weather-Wise Watering

Proper tree care begins with proper drip
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Weed infesting waters from Tahoe to Pyramid

BY JEFF DELONG
RENO GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Posted: Jun. 18, 2012 ] 2:01 a.m.

RENO - A troublesome water weed that has spread through Lake Tahoe for decades is
now established along the length of the Truckee River, posing possible problems of
unknown scope and scale.

From the outlet of the Tahoe City Dam to where the river flows into Pyramid Lake 110
miles downstream in the desert, anywhere the river's waters flow slowly enough,
Eurasian watermilfoil can be found, experts said.

"It goes all the way to the end of the river," said John Mosely, environmental director of
the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe. "In every irrigation diversion, in every backwater, we
can find it.

"It's a huge concern."

An exotic and aggressive invader, Eurasian watermilfoil crowds out native plants and
takes away oxygen needed by fish. It can ruin boating and clog irrigation ditches, water
intakes and pipes.

No one knows for sure when it first showed up in Lake Tahoe.

A good guess is that watermilfoil appeared in Tahoe Keys Marina - a place in South
Lake Tahoe that's now thoroughly infested - sometime in the mid- to late 1980s, said
Lars Anderson, a scientist with the U.S. Department of Agriculture who has tracked the
weed's spread since 1994,

Spread by boats or as weed fragments carried by currents, Eurasian watermilfoil can
now be found in most of Tahoe's marinas and some other near-shore areas.

Established near the Tahoe City Dam, the weed may have escaped into an overflowing
Truckee River during the flood of January 1997.

It was found growing in a quiet part of the river near Verdi a few years later and is now
firmly established in the lower river near Pyramid Lake.

The weed has not yet posed any serious problems for the Truckee Meadows Water
Authority, which draws the bulk of its drinking water supplies from the river.
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The utility's hydroelectric plants are in parts of the river that flow too fast for the weed
to grow.

Recent multimillion-dollar upgrades to the Highland Canal, which serves the area's
primary drinking water treatment plant, substantially increased water velocity and
diminished any threat, said Bill Hauck, water supply coordinator for the authority.

"We haven't had any problems yet. There's always that potential down the road.”
Hauck said.

The authority isn't waiting for problems to occur.

In 2010, it spent $20,000 to help fund a project to study the potential of killing the weed
in Truckee's Martis Creek Reservoir by covering it with fabric barriers and blocking
sunlight.

Previous attempts to control the weed at the reservoir by mowing were unsuccessful
and may have actually helped its spread, officials said. Eurasian watermilfoil now
covers roughly 80 percent of the reservoir's bottom.

So far, the experiment appears successful, said John Prettyman, spokesman for the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which is heading up the project

"It's been slow but it's been successful," Prettyman said. "Without sunlight, it starts
dying right away."

If bottom barriers offer scme potential to control the weed in lakes and reservoirs, their
use in flowing river water could prove problematic.

"It's much more difficult in a river. It's not as easy to put down a barrier," Mosley said.

The tribe is concerned the weed will have an increasing impact on slow-moving
backwater habitat so important for fish, reptiles and amphibians - potentially affecting
efforts to recover the endangered cui-ui fish and threatened Lahontan cutthroat trout.

Experts agree there's reason for concern.

"It does alter the habitat pretty dramatically," Anderson said. "It can change habitat
conditions by directing flow differently and causing (water) to heat up more quickly”

Because the weed has some saline tolerance, there's no reason to believe the salt-rich
waters of Pyramid Lake are immune from danger, Anderson said.

"There's no reason that plant wouldn't make it and do well there," Anderson said.

If the weed poses environmental problems | it also could pose problems for the
region's tourism economy .

The slow-moving stretch of river just downstream of the Tahoe City Dam - popular for
summertime rafting - is the location of thickly growing mats of Eurasian watermilfoil.
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"Certainly up in the first part of the river it's affecling recreational users whether they
know it or not," said Sue Donaldson, a water quality and weed expert with the
University of Nevada Cooperative Extension.

"We have a lot of people trying to use the river now," Donaldson said. "If we start
getting a lot of milfoil, it will be less attractive for people. It could impact our ability to
sell Reno."

Find this article at:
http:/iwww lvrj.com/news/weed-infesting-waters-from-lahoe-to-pyramid-158395765.htmi?ref=765
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