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Truckee Meadows Water Authority releases water quality report

Filed Under Local News Truckee Meadows Water Authority

Jun. 3, 2013 | rgj.com

The Truckee Meadows Water Authority has released its annual water quality report as required by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), officials said Monday.

The report features important information regarding the quality, source and treatment of drinking water,
officials said. “This year represents a continuation of TMWA’s perfect record of providing your drinking water
without a single safety violation,” TMWA said in a news release. “At TMWA we are very proud of the quality
of the water that we deliver to our 330,000 customers on a daily basis and our Water Quality Report is a
welcome opportunity to show our customers the stringent safety standards that we adhere to in ensuring their
water quality,” Paul Miller, manager water operations and water quality, said in a statement.

This year the water quality report is available entirely online at www.tmwa.com/WQR_2013 as now allowed by
the EPA. In addition to being available online, a Spanish version will also be available for viewing, officials
said. Those who want to receive a hard copy are asked to call or email Will Raymond at 775-834-8138 or
wraymond@tmwa.com

Snail surveys in Truckee to begin soon

By Jeff DeLong

jdelong@rgj.com

Wading up and down the Truckee River, biologists will soon begin a new round of surveys in effort to

gauge the scope of a recently discovered infestation by a non-native snail.

A 2012 study conducted by the University of Nevada, Reno freshwater science expert and other

researchers meanwhile suggests that New Zealand mudsnails might become widely established in

the Truckee River at significant cost to the river's ecosystem and its valuable fishery.

“We want to get out on the river,” said Chris Crookshanks, a fisheries biologist with the Nevada

Department of Wildlife. “We just want to get some kind of assessment on what we have here.”

Crookshanks said he and seasonal workers will begin the river surveys once they are finished

working on the spawning run of Lahontan cutthroat trout at Marlette Lake in coming days. Surveys will

occur from the boundary of the Pyramid Lake Paiute reservation on the downstream end upstream tO

the California border near Verdi. The idea is to get a better idea of how many snails are in the river. So far, only three
have been found, all of them in Sparks. One was discovered during tests of routine samples collected last

summer near the East McCarran Bridge. Two others were found during subsequent surveys conducted a mile upstream
at Rock Park in early May. Crookshanks said he can’t really guess at how many snails may be in the river but that he’s
sure there are more. New Zealand mudsnails can pose significant problems in water bodies where they become
established.
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Tahoe Boat Inspections Pick Up for Memorial Day Weekend
Posted: May 24, 2013 4:44 PM PDT
Updated: May 27, 2013 9:07 AM PDT

With Memorial Day weekend upon us, you might see a lot more boats on the lake. But before you put your
boat

in Lake Tahoe, you will have to have it inspected first.

"We're out here to protect Lake Tahoe from aquatic invasive species," Jonelle Bright, of the Tahoe Resource
Conservation District said. "It's really important that we inspect boats prior to launching into the lake to make


mailto:wraymond@tmwa.com

sure that they're clean, drained, and dry." Species like Quagga Mussels and New Zealand Mud Snails have
already turned up in other Nevada bodies of water. Bob Edie is a Zephyr Cove resident who got his boat
decontaminated, as a precaution. "It was in a lake that was contaminated,” Edie said. "So, even though the
boat was dry, they gave a courtesy decontamination, just to make sure." To make sure the boat is safe, crews
flush it with 140-degree water, which Kills any potential threat. All motorized watercraft need to be inspected.
Fees range between $35 and $121, depending on your boat's length. "l wasn't crazy about the fee or any of
this at the beginning of this whole process, certainly,” Duncan Davis, Carnelian Bay resident said. "But | think
most of the people that own the boats that operate on Lake Tahoe are willing to pay the fee because we all
enjoy the lake because it's special." "Maybe it takes you a half-hour or an hour, but it's worth it to save the
lake," Edie said. The inspection is good for the whole summer, but if the boat is taken somewhere else, it
needs to be checked out again before returning to Tahoe. Inspections are voluntary for non-motorized
watercraft like kayaks. Five stations are set up at around the lake at Spooner Summit, Meyers, Homewood,
Alpine Meadows, and Northstar. Traffic is expected to pick up this weekend.

"It looks like the weather's cooperating,” Bright said. "l would anticipate it being a busy weekend up here for
Memorial Day for boating." Donner Lake, Prosser Reservoir, Boca Reservoir, and Stampede Reservoir are
also giving voluntary inspections. In Nevada, Lahontan, Rye Patch, and Wildhorse Reservoirs are giving free
inspections.

Written by Paul Nelson

Non-Native Snail Turns Up in Truckee River

RENO, Nev. (AP) - A non-native snail has turned

up in the Truckee River in Nevada for the first

time, and wildlife officials are hoping it doesn't

harm the river's trout population.

Nevada Department of Wildlife officials say tests

have confirmed that three New Zealand mudsnails

are living in at least a one-mile section of the river

in Sparks.

They told the Reno Gazette-Journal that a single

mudsnail can produce a colony of up to 40 million

snails in a single year, and ruin a stream's

ecosystem.

But wildlife officials say it's unknown whether the

river that flows from Lake Tahoe to Pyramid Lake

will provide ideal conditions for the mudsnails to multiply in such large numbers.
Since 1987, the snail has invaded rivers and lakes across much of the West, including southern
Nevada's Lake Mead.

Copyright 2013 Associated Press

Non-Native Snail Turns Up in Truckee River in NV

Published: 8:09 am

Updated: 8:12 am

CITY, Nev. (MyNews4.com & KRNV) — A non-native snail has
turned up in the Truckee River in Nevada for the first time, and
wildlife officials are hoping it doesn't harm the river's trout
population.

Nevada Department of Wildlife officials say tests have confirmed
that three New Zealand mud snails are living in at least a onemile
section of the river in Sparks.

They told the Reno Gazette-Journal that a single mud snail can
produce a colony of up to 40 million snails in a single year, and
ruin a stream's ecosystem.

But wildlife officials say it's unknown whether the river that flows
from Lake Tahoe to Pyramid Lake will provide ideal conditions
for the mud snails to multiply in such large numbers.

Since 1987, the snail has invaded rivers and lakes across much of the West, including southern Nevada's Lake Mead.



Golden Valley Couple Forced to Empty Life Savings for
Running Water

Published: 5/16 9:08 pm
Updated: 5/16 11:55 pm

GOLDEN VALLEY, Nev. (KRNV &

MyNews4.com) -- You'd be hard pressed to find someone who appreciates water as much as
Georgia Hendrick. "You start to realize how much you need this stuff,” Hendricks, 73, said. Last
month, with one turn of a faucet, life as she and her husband knew it, stopped. "Air and spits of water
came out and | thought, "Ah oh, we're in big trouble,™ Hendricks said. Hendricks, like many of the
neighbors who call rural Golden Valley home, live on independnet wells for water. When an
inspection of her 118- foot well showed the water level had dropped 10 feet below the pump, the
solution seemed simple. "Oh we'll just drill. We went down to 600 feet and there was no sustainable
amount of water and they said you have the deepest well in the valley and it's not producing,”
Hendricks said. Days without water, turned to weeks. "I can't wash clothes because we don't have the
washer running and I've been using the same dishwater over and over and | empty it at the end of the
day (just) like the toilets, which is not pretty. We just use trashbags," Hendricks said. "I try not to cry
too much because | need every drop of water that's in me." Inevitable tears come from added
frustration over why the well has unexplainibly gone dry. Since 1990, Hendricks and others on private
wells have been paying a monthly charge of roughly $22 to Washoe County for what's called a water
recharge program to help declining water levels.

"That monthly charge goes to pay for operation of the system, the electricity to move the

water, the maintenance of the system." Dwayne smith, Engineering Director with Washoe County
said. "It also goes to the lease of the water rights."”

Smith says each well is as independent as the person who owns and maintains it. Private wells may
also react differently to geographical factors. A current map of Golden Valley residential wells shows
roughly a third have had to be deepened over the years due to decreasing water tables. "Sometimes
residents have challenges with their wells and we've gotten calls from folks that say, 'My well is
pumping sand,' or, 'lt's not pumping the volume it used to pump,' and so the first thing we recommend
is to get a certified well driller to take a look at your actual well,” Smith said. Hendrick's only resolution
from the company that checked her well was to install a 17-thousand gallon storage tank. "It's my
husband's IRA cashed out, it's my IRA cashed out, in total. It's all our savings and it is a second
mortgage on the house to pay for this. It is upwards of $50,000 to pay for this," Hendricks said. Smith
insists the recharge program is working.

"It has been in place since 1990, so it's been in place for 25 years and it has brought value to the
residents and that's why we continue to do it, that's why they continue to pay for it because it does
bring that value,"” Smith said. "I don't know who's being recharged, it is not us and I've paid,"
Hendricks said. After five weeks of living off bottled water and showering at a local gym, the tank was
installed and the nightmare was over. Hendricks now worrys which neighbor's well will go dry, next.
"It's serious, it'll develop and | believe it's serious. Time will tell you. If they say it's just my well, I'm
sorry, that's a dream."

Truckee Meadows Trees Undergoing Stress

Posted: May 15, 2013 1:44 PM PDT

Updated: May 15, 2013 3:28 PM PDT

Great weather is ushering in gardening season. But vegetation in the Truckee Meadows is having an
especially hard time this year...especially the trees. For something that looks so invincible, it's a very delicate
time. After 2 dry winters, these masters of the plant universe are fighting to survive. For too long, arborist Dale
Carlon says "It's been very dry and we need to start addressing it now." Is he worried? "Seriously."

Where you and | look out and admire the beauty of trees, this arborist with the Truckee Meadows Community
Forestry Coalition sees too many dying. Check out the past winter, or what there was of it: December held



great promise with rain and snow, but the turning of the calendar had Mother Nature turning off the spigot. In
the last 4 months, only a slight amount of rain fell. Last winter was one of the driest winters on record.

Today, things have dried out here to summer levels already. The vegetation is as dry as it typically is in late
June. The concern for trees is, if they're this dry now, how are they going to be in the long, hot dry months of
summer? Carlon told us, "I'm concerned about the future of our urban forest, quite frankly."

At Caughlin Ranch we met one lonely tree, only 15 years old and already in trouble. Look close and you'll see
it yourself. Carlon pointed out "All of the profuse sap that we have running down the trunk here. That's a sign of
bigger trouble. These serrated cracks here, and then the flowing of the sap tells me that there are bugs
infesting it." It's a sign of tree stress from prolonged dry weather. There's more evidence of it covering the
ground, and all over roofs: the blanket of seeds. Why so many this year? "Well, this is a response to stress."
And so is all the pollen, so thick you can see it. From shaking any branch, we saw it just fall off. The trees are
releasing the pollen, their sperm, in giant clouds. Carlon says the trees are in survival mode. "They're sending
out more seeds and pollen to propagate themselves to make more trees."

Dale says it's so dry, it's now up to you...to us, to do the job ourselves. "We need to supply supplemental water
during the summertime. We don't usually water our trees, and that's where our problem lies." He showed us
the best way to water your trees: use a drip line, circling the truck. Extend it out away from the base to
encourage the roots to grow from the tree.

-written by John Potter
The Truckee Meadows Community Forestry Coalition has a great website for tree care. Click here:

Rich in history, Crystal Peak Park in VVerdi opens Saturday

By Bob Harmon

Washoe County Sheriff's Office

The next time you get the urge to spend some quality time along the Truckee River, take my advice

and go west. Not too far west. Just out to Verdi to explore the new Verdi Mill Pond and Nature Area at Crystal
Peak Park.

The latest addition to Washoe County’s park system features just about everything you need to enjoy

a beautiful day on the banks of the Truckee River. Local fishing enthusiasts have already discovered that the
restored fishing ponds are perfect for some quality time with rod and reel. But even those who don't fish will
find plenty of interesting pursuits among these 20-plus acres, which are brimming with natural wildlife and local
history. “I like everything about this place,” county park superintendent Eric Crump said. “The setting is
beautiful. It's a perfect spot for families. The history is amazing and there is all sorts of wildlife. “Whether
people come to play by the river, fish in the pond or just learn a little more about local lore, | think they are
going to love it here.” The Verdi Pond and Nature Area project began in 2008. It included the restoration of the
pond, fishing piers, restroom facilities, benches, picnic tables, parking and a nature loop trail.

The history of this 56-acre area is fascinating. From the late 1880s until the 1920s, the pond was used by a
lumber mill. Unfortunately, the mill was prone to devastating fires, suffering from eight during its years of
operation. One of the signs along the area’s nature trail displays a timeline of the fires and details the damage
each caused. After the lumber mill pulled out, ambitious plans were laid to turn the area into a resort. Verdi
Glen hoped to become one of the more popular travel destinations. Developers’ plans for the area would
eventually include a fishing lake, dance hall, swimming pool, campground and golf course.

They got off to a good start, and then fire struck again. In the late 1930s, another destructive fire

engulfed the resort’s main building. All that remains today are parts of the swimming pool and the

main building’s stone fireplace. The resort was abandoned and the property purchased by Guy Marsh.
Following his death, Guy's wife, Florence, offered to sell the property to Washoe County. In 1993, the county
purchased the property and began exploring plans for how to best use the special piece of riverside property.
One of the first thoughts was to restore the pond to a fishing site. There were challenges, but with support for
the Nevada Department of Wildlife and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the ponds were completed, stocked with
trout and today are already popular.

Parks staff also decided to create a half-mile nature trail that would provide public access to the river

and give visitors a chance to comfortably experience the park’s natural beauty and wildlife while

learning a little about its history. The result is an easy and enjoyable loop trail that passes by remnants of the
old resort and includes several benches that overlook the river. Informational signs tell you the history, while
your eyes and ears take in the sights and sounds of the area’s natural habitat. The area is a popular spot for
mule deer, birds and a variety of other wildlife. So bring your fishing pole, or just bring a picnic. Plan on walking



the trail then spending time just sitting and enjoying the sweet sounds of the river, cooling your toes in the
water under the warmth of our Sierra sun.

— Bob Harmon works for the Washoe County Sheriff's Office and is an advocate for parks, open

space and outdoor recreation.

Additional Facts

Verdi Pond Opening

WHAT: The Verdi Pond and Nature Area project began in 2008 and included the restoration of the
pond, fishing piers, restroom facilities, benches, picnic tables, parking, interpretive signage and the
development of a nature loop trail.

WHEN: From 8 a.m. Saturday

WHERE: The 56-acre Crystal Peak Park is located just west of Verdi on Old Highway 40, 10 miles
west of Reno.

WHO: Washoe County, NDOW, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Cabela’s

GRAND OPENING: Saturday’s events include nature-themed crafts, raffle prizes and free fishing for
kids. The Lahontan National Fish Hatchery Complex will stock 3,000 native Pilot Peak Lahontan
cutthroat trout. Biologists will be on hand to talk about the Pilot Peak program.
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Taxpayers footing $3 million lobbying bill for local
governments

Sam Morris / Las Vegas Sun

Lobbyists work in their room at the Legislative Building Thursday, Feb. 7, 2013 during the 2013 legislative
session in Carson City.

By Andrew Doughman (contact)
Friday, May 10, 2013 | 2 a.m.
CARSON CITY —

Nevada local government lobbying spending

Nevada’s local governments nearly tripled their spending on lobbying the state government during the past
10 years, according to state taxation department data gathered at the end of every legislative session.

* 2001: $1,169,243
* 2003: $2,486,897

* 2005: $2,585,443
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* 2007: $3,696,064
* 2009: $3,618,293
* 2011: $3,039,386

The perception of lobbyists involves polished representatives, paid for by large corporations, plying their
influence for the benefit of mining, gaming, retailers and labor unions.

But you pay for lobbyists, too.

Nevada taxpayers are footing more than $3 million for local governments to lobby the state Legislature,
according to a Sun review of state records.

On any given day outside the Senate and Assembly, industry lobbyists mix with lobbyists from North Las
Vegas, Henderson, the Southern Nevada Regional Transportation Commission and the University Medical
Center.

Sometimes they're the same people.

Taxpayers foot these bills as some local governments struggle with financial woes, seek to renegotiate
contracts, or push for tax or fee increases at the Legislature.

But local government lobbyists say they provide a vital screen for a rapacious Legislature that tries to sweep
your local dollars into the state’s budget. They're expert hired guns who provide an extra defense for local
government interests, especially during the recession’s lean budget years.

“There have probably been 50 of those attempts that would’ve shifted money,” said Richard Perkins, a former
Assembly Speaker whose firm, the Perkins Company, now has a two-year, $216,000 contract to represent
Henderson at the Legislature.

Still, the expense angers some groups that track Nevada government spending.

The cost Nevadans pay for government-to-government lobbying has nearly tripled from $1.17 million in 2001
to $3.04 million in 2011.

That’s enough to hire 66 more teachers in Clark County or employ dozens more public safety officers.

"There is nothing more insulting to taxpayers than local elected officials who complain about not having
enough money, but then spend millions of tax dollars hiring juiced-up insiders to go to Carson City to lobby for
even higher taxes,” said Geoffrey Lawrence of the Nevada Policy Research Institute, a privately financed free-
market think tank.

Several legislative observers say that retaining law firms to lobby on behalf of local governments has become
more widespread.

“Back in the '70s and early '80s, we had very few governments who had lobbyists represent them full time in
Carson City,” said Marvin Leavitt, a former finance director for Las Vegas and a former contract lobbyist for
Las Vegas. “They were normally the employees of the government who were sent up there to represent them at
the Legislature.”
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Now, local governments in Clark and Washoe counties have dozens of contracts — worth $2.77 million —
signed with professional lobbying firms. These contract lobbyists often supplement local government
employees specifically sent to Carson City as lobbyists.

Local government lobbying expenses dipped during the recession, from its high of $3.77 million. But the
growth in lobbying expenses over the past decade has outstripped the state’s monumental population growth.

In addition to fighting off grabby lawmakers, some lobbyists said they must track more bills than they did in
2001 and therefore need to bring on extra help. But there’s no substantial difference between the number of bills
legislators sponsored in 2001 and 2011.

The expense also greatly outstrips the inflation rate, which would have accounted for only a $310,000 increase.
The hired guns
Clark County local governments

Local governments in Clark County have signed contracts worth $1.8 million with contract lobbyists who
represent local governments in Carson City this session.

* Las Vegas: $396,000

* Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority: $380,000
* North Las Vegas: $246,000

* Henderson: $216,000

* University Medical Center: $180,000

» Southern Nevada Health District: $120,000

* Southern Nevada Water Authority: $82,000

* UNLV: $80,000

* Southern Nevada Regional Transportation Commission: $66,000
* Boulder City: $16,000

» Mesquite: $16,000

« Clark County: $0

e Clark County School District: $0

Still, contract lobbyists say they bring to bear an arsenal of talent, savvy and knowledge that government
employee lobbyists cannot match.

A legislative session in Nevada is like a 120-day round of gladiatorial matches that happens once every two
years. Lobbyists kill bills, play tricks and make deals. Legislators shift money away from some local
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governments and award money to others. To boot, Nevada doesn’t have “home rule,” meaning local
governments need to charm legislators into giving them authority to enact relatively simple governance matters.

Given the high stakes and compressed time span, local governments have an incentive to dispatch their best
warriors.

“Governments have gradually recognized that things the Legislature does can have a huge effect on local
governments,” Leavitt said.

So what do contract lobbyists have to offer?

They say they can use their extensive clientele, many of whom give significant contributions to state legislators,
to gain access. Local governments catch a ride on the coattails of the legislative juice machine.

“I’Il pick up things because 1’m talking to someone about a Wynn or GE issue,” said Perkins, who represents
Wynn Las Vegas and General Electric along with Henderson.

Other contract lobbyists tout the cachet and clout they’ve built with legislators; many lobbyists measure their
experience in decades rather than years.

They say their expertise and relationships make access easy. They can play the navigator who helps city
bureaucrats and elected officials find their way around the Legislature and make the right connections.

“It’s part of my job to know all the players — north, south and rural,” said Bob Ostrovsky, whose firm, the
Ferraro Group, has a four-year contract worth $396,000 with Las Vegas.

The contract lobbyists fashion themselves as hired guns, mercenaries who are worth hiring because they can do
the job better than others. Noting the intricate, fast-paced games that the legislative session entails, they say they
translate, facilitate, monitor and act to strike for an opportunity or squash a threat.

“This is a very unique environment,” said Jim Wadhams, lobbyist with Fennemore Craig Jones Vargas, which
has a two-year contract worth $380,000 with the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority. “Their job is to
put heads in the beds ... my job is to be spotting opportunities.”

Cutting lobbying costs

Washoe County

Local governments in Washoe County have signed contracts worth about $973,000 with contract lobbyists who
represent local governments in Carson City this session.

* Reno-Tahoe Airport Authority: $360,000

» Washoe County: $189,000

* Reno: $135,000

* Truckee Meadows Water Authority: $79,000

* Sparks: $55,000


http://leg.state.nv.us/AppCF/Lobbyist/reports/LobbyistDetail.cfm?lobbyist=429&Session=77

* Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District: $60,000

*» Reno-Sparks Convention and Visitors Authority: $42,000

* Regional Transportation Commission of Washoe County: $29,000
 Washoe County Sheriff’s Office: $24,000

Meanwhile, several local governments like Clark County and the Clark County School District have cut costs
by not renewing outside lobbying contracts.

“It's difficult to justify an outside contract like that when you're laying people off,” said Sabra Smith Newby,
one of Clark County’s in-house lobbyists.

Clark County retained a contract lobbying firm during the 2009 legislative session and paid about $452,000 for
lobbying that year.

It ditched its outside lobbyists for the 2011 session and ended up paying $348,000 in lobbying costs, a
difference almost exactly the same as the $102,000 the county paid Dan Hart & Associates in 2009.

"I still don't think you need paid (contract) lobbyists for local governments,” said Clark County Commissioner
Chris Giunchigliani, a former assemblywoman.

Without an experienced dealer with personal relationships and expert knowledge, was the in-house Clark
County lobbying team suddenly reduced to a hapless band of bureaucrats scratching around like blind naked
mole rats in the halls of the Nevada Legislature?

“| certainly haven't seen a whole lot of difference,” Smith said. “In fact, I've seen an improvement in our work
at our Legislature as we've switched to all employees. We are the most knowledgeable about the things we do
because we do them everyday.”

For example, when the state attempted to raid the Clean Water Coalition's $60 million surplus fund, it wasn't a
contract lobbyist who killed the deal. The Nevada Supreme Court halted that move.

The Clark County School District paid about $250,000 for lobbying in Carson City during 2011, but they didn’t
pay a contract lobbyist.

Instead, it sends district employees to Carson City, a practice it’s continuing this session.

“Our currency is good, accurate information in a timely manner,” said Joyce Haldeman, associate
superintendent with the Clark County School District and chief lobbyist during the legislative session.

During the 2009 legislative session, Assemblywoman Marilyn Kirkpatrick, D-North Las Vegas, introduced a
bill that would have changed local government lobbying laws. But the bill died in the Senate.

Now, as Assembly Speaker, she’s had testy exchanges with local government representatives, but she has not
reintroduced the bill.

“If that’s how they choose to spend their taxpayer dollars, that’s how they do it,” she said. “They’re accountable
to their constituents.”
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Invading snails discovered in Truckee River (watch video)
Written by Jeff DeLong

May 14 rgj.com

Experts with the Nevada Department of Wildlife said Tuesday
tests have confirmed that New Zealand mudsnails — a tiny
aquatic mollusk that can have big-time impacts on water bodies

— are living in the Truckee River./ Amy Benson/U.S.

Geological Survey file

On RGJ.com/video

Click on “Our Video Picks” to see video about the New Zealand

mudsnail in the Truckee River.

A non-native snail that has invaded rivers and lakes across much of the West is now

making a home in the Truckee River. Experts with the Nevada Department of Wildlife said Tuesday tests have
confirmed that New Zealand mudsnails — a tiny aquatic mollusk that can have big-time impacts on water
bodies — are living in the Truckee River.“They’re here,” said Chris Crookshanks, a fisheries biologist with the
Department of Wildlife who is now working to gauge the extent of the infestation. Crookshanks and colleagues
first learned of the problem after recent testing of routine samples collected by the Nevada Division of
Environmental Protection at the river near the East McCarran Bridge last summer revealed the presence of a
single New Zealand mudsnail. Followup surveys conducted last week revealed two additional snails about a
mile upstream at Rock Park. “We know we have at least a one-mile distribution, bare minimum,” Crookshanks
said. Native to New Zealand, the mudsnail first turned up in Idaho in 1987 and has since spread rapidly across
the West. It was discovered in California’s Owens River in the late 1990s and is found as close as the Consumes
River in the western Sierra foothills. Mudsnails were found in Southern Nevada’s Lake Mead in 2007 and over
the last couple years were discovered in EIko County’s Maggie Creek and Salmon Falls Creek and in Beaver
Dam Wash in Lincoln County, said Kim Tisdale, fisheries supervisor. Until now, there’s been no evidence they
existed in the Truckee River or anywhere else in western Nevada. The size of a grain of sand to an eighth-of-an-
inch, the New Zealand mudsnail can thrive in huge densities, with up to 900,000 per square yard existing in
parts of the Yellowstone River, researchers said. The tiny mollusks compete with bugs and other native
invertebrates for food and in general can wreak havoc on a stream’s ecosystem. And, Tisdale said, “they
reproduce wildly.” A single snail, reproducing asexually, can produce a colony of up to 40 million snails in a
single year.

One key concern is they could potentially negatively impact the Truckee River’s trout population, Tisdale said.
“It’s a big concern. They definitely can have negative impacts to the fisheries in the river,” Tisdale said. “Under
perfect conditions, you can get really high concentrations and they can pretty much crowd out the good bugs.”
Whether the Truckee River will provide those perfect conditions is unknown. What is known is once they show
up, nothing can really be done to make them go away. “Once you have them in a waterway like the Truckee
River, there’s no way to eradicate them,” Crookshanks said.

“Once you’ve got them, you’ve got them.” On Tuesday, the Department of Wildlife notified various entities of
the discovery of mudsnails in the Truckee, including the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Truckee Meadows Water Authority and the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, among others.

After learning of the infestation, tribal experts are now studying potential impacts of the snail, including the
issue of whether they could exist in the high-saline environment of Pyramid Lake, said Scott Carey, tribal
planner. “They really weren’t on our radar screen before,” Carey said. “It could be something that would not be
good for the river or the lake.” Since 2008, the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency has enforced a boat inspection
program for vessels entering Lake Tahoe. The program’s primary goal was to avoid introduction of the quagga
mussel — a highly damaging aquatic invader that has overrun Lake Mead — but it is also designed to prevent
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introduction of other invaders like the mudsnail. In May 2010, boat inspectors intercepted a vessel preparing to
launch into Tahoe that was contaminated with the snails. Discovery of the snails living in the river that links
Tahoe and Pyramid Lake is disturbing news, said Ted Thayer, TRPA’s aquatic invasive species expert.

“It’s certainly a species we are concerned about,” Thayer said. “Certainly this is disconcerting.”

It’s possible the snails were introduced to the Truckee River attached to birds, but more likely culprits would be
contaminated waders, fishing gear or vessels such as kayaks, Tisdale said. While the next step will be expanded
surveys to determine the scope of the snail infestation, a primary goal will be to prevent spread of the problem
to other rivers and streams. Wildlife officials urge people using the river to ensure clothing, gear and boats are
cleaned and dried to guard against potential spread.

“Our biggest fear is the spread of these things to other waters,” Crookshanks said.

Rain Gives Boost To Northern Nevada's Water Supply
Posted: May 08, 2013 4:27 PM PDT
Updated: May 08, 2013 6:23 PM PDT

Hydrologists say the moisture over the past few days has been great for our

water supply. Since the snow pack is below average, this year, they say any rain is little bit of

a bonus. In the past four days, the Truckee Meadows has gotten more precipitation than

we normally get in the entire month of May. "We had the recent driest January through April in much of the
region, all the way from the Oregon border down to the southern Sierra,"” Gary Barbato, Service Hydrologist for
the National Weather Service said. "Since Sunday, we've actually been wet." In fact, yesterday was a record
for May 7, with .60 inches falling. The previous record was .42 inches, set in 1994. For Lake Tahoe, the news
is even better. "It was a pretty significant event over the last four days," Bill Hauck, Senior Hydrologist for
Truckee Meadows Water Authority said. "The elevation of Lake Tahoe has come up by two-tenths of a foot,
which is very significant and we welcome it." That's more than two inches across the entire lake. It's enough
water to fill Boca Reservoir more than halfway.

In comparison, snow runoff has only added one inch to the lake, so far. "It just gives us added level of
confidence that we'll be able to have normal river flows for the rest of the year," Hauck said. "And for us, that
means business as usual." The rain also means many residents are using less water, turning their sprinkler
systems off and letting Mother Nature green up their lawns and water their plants. TMWA says customer
demand is down 10 to 15-percent. "l think it's great,” Joyce DeHerrera said. "We needed it. Especially on the
lawns. It makes everything beautiful, green and clean. It's just wonderful." "I like the rain," Valerie Stewart said.
"It's nice, cools off, cleans out the air. It reminds me of living in southern Oregon." This is the first month our
precipitation has been above average since December. The wettest May on record in Reno came back in
1963, with almost 2.9 inches of rainfall. Here is a link to our area's water system and storage graphic. It is real
time and gives a lot of information on the

Truckee River water system. If you click on Lake Tahoe, it will give you real time levels.
http://tmwastorage.com/lease

Written by Paul Nelson
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