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STAFF REPORT 
 

TO: Board of Directors 
THRU: Mark Foree, General Manager 
FROM: John Enloe, Operational Strategies Manager 
DATE: December 7, 2015 
SUBJECT: Discussion and action on the Golden Valley Artificial Recharge Program 

Agreement to provide water service under the Firm Standby Partial 
Requirements Rate Schedule 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Board approve an Agreement between Truckee Meadows Water 
Authority (“TMWA”) and Washoe County to Provide Water Service Under the Firm Standby 
Partial Requirements Rate Schedule for the Golden Valley Artificial Recharge Program. 
 
Possible Motion: “I move to authorize the General Manager to execute the Agreement to 
Provide Water Service Under the Firm Standby Partial Requirements Rate Schedule for the 
Golden Valley Artificial Recharge Program. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Golden Valley Artificial Recharge Program was first initiated as a test program in the mid-
1990s and subsequently developed into a continuously operated artificial groundwater recharge 
program in 2002 when Washoe County adopted Ordinance 1166.  Under the terms of the 
ordinance (currently Ordinance 1548), approximately 613 Golden Valley property owners who 
rely on domestic water wells pay Washoe County $22.66 per month in support of the Recharge 
Program.   

The County is responsible for operating and administering the Golden Valley Artificial Recharge 
Program, including computation and preparation of user charges, responding to homeowner 
and/or media inquiries and issues, billing and collection of accounts from Golden Valley 
residents, maintaining books and records, and other costs and liabilities associated with the 
program, including utility costs, water supply, etc.  

The delivery of potable water used for recharge of the aquifer is supplied from TMWA, and the 
water resources required for the Recharge Program have historically been leased by the County 
from various sources.  Since 2003, approximately 70 to 80 acre feet (“AF”) of potable water 
have been injected into the underlying aquifer at four well sites each year.   
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Beginning in 2011, at the request of residents who participate in the Recharge Program, Washoe 
County began the purchase of suitable water resources with the plan to purchase the required 
water resources and cease leasing water resources from others.  To date, 43.97 AF of Truckee 
River water resources have been purchased using Recharge Program funds.      

With the recent drought conditions and subsequent examination of the conditions of the existing 
water service, it was determined that the current water service is an interruptible service and 
therefore could be turned off by TMWA under certain conditions, such as drought and low water 
flows in the Truckee River.  With this understanding, Washoe County and TMWA staff worked 
out a solution, resulting in the recommended Agreement.  The Agreement is also on the Washoe 
County Commission’s agenda for consideration on December 8, 2015. 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
Under the terms of the “Agreement to Provide Water Service under the Firm Standby Partial 
Requirements Rate Schedule for the Golden Valley Artificial Recharge Program” 
(“Agreement”), Washoe County will modify its existing potable water service, transfer certain 
Washoe County owned water resources to TMWA, and purchase TMWA Rule 7 water 
resources. 

Specifically, the Agreement provides for the following: 

• Conversion of an interruptible potable water service to the FSPR Rate Schedule.  TMWA 
intends that service to the County shall not be reduced or interrupted to any greater or 
lesser extent than service to other customers of TMWA. 

• The additional annual cost of service will be approximately $13,300 for the delivery of 
approximately 80 AF of water per year, not to exceed 50 gallons per minute maximum 
day demand. 

 
Washoe County plans to transfer 43.97 AF of certain Truckee River surface water resources 
previously purchased for the Recharge Program, and immediately purchase 21.03 AF from 
TMWA’s Rule 7 water inventory at the current price of $7,520.00 per AF.  TMWA will then 
issue the County a will serve commitment equal to the amount of water rights dedicated for the 
Golden Valley Recharge Program.   
 
Based on available funding, Washoe County plans to purchase an additional 5 AF of TMWA 
Rule 7 resources each year over the next three years at the purchase price in effect at that time.  
These future water resources will be incrementally added to the will serve commitment.   
 
SUMMARY 
 
Staff recommends that the Board approve the Agreement between Truckee Meadows Water 
Authority and Washoe County to Provide Water Service Under the Firm Standby Partial 
Requirements Rate Schedule for the Golden Valley Artificial Recharge Program. 
 
Attachments: 
Agreement 
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