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STAFF REPORT 

 
 

TO: Chairman and Board Members 
THRU: Mark Foree, General Manager 
FROM: Pat Nielson Manager, Distribution Maintenance & Generation  
DATE: November 4, 2014 
SUBJECT: Presentation of Report on Fire Hydrant Maintenance  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Truckee Meadows as a whole has about 15,000 public and private fire hydrants located in 
the valley. TMWA does not own, operate or repair any municipal hydrants independently, only 
under contract or agreement. Each agency is responsible for the operation and maintenance of 
their respective hydrants and has their own procedure outlining frequency and type of 
inspection/maintenance to be performed. The agencies may perform these activities themselves 
as staffing allows or contract out some of the repairs as needed.  The following is a summary of 
what each agency is doing as requested by the TMWA Board. 

 

City Of Reno 

There are approximately 8,000 fire hydrants within the City of Reno and they are maintained by 
the Reno Fire Department (RFD). This includes both public and private hydrants.  The hydrants 
are on a two year maintenance rotation, with hydrants north of the Truckee River being worked 
one year and hydrants south of the river worked the following year.  Fire Station crews operate 
and flow hydrants within their areas of emergency response throughout the year. If the flow is 
less than anticipated, the hydrant condition is reported to a Fire Inspector. Other conditions such 
as difficult or inoperable hydrant foot valves, nozzle cap problems, non-draining barrels, and 
painting requirements are also reported. The Fire Inspector responds to these reports in one of 
two ways:  repairs that can be performed from above ground are performed by the Fire Inspector 
or assigned personnel, and below ground repairs or hydrant replacements are performed by a 
RFD contractor under an annual contract administered by the Fire Inspector. 
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City Of Sparks  

There are approximately 2,575 public fire hydrants and 600 private fire hydrants within the City 
of Sparks. The Truckee Meadows Water Authority (TMWA) services and maintains the public 
hydrants that are in the TMWA service area within the City of Sparks. An Interlocal Agreement 
(copy attached) was entered in March of 2007 between the City of Sparks and TMWA outlining 
the terms and conditions of these maintenance activities.  Each hydrant is operated and serviced 
on a two year rotation. Hydrants are inspected, operated, serviced, painted and any above ground 
deficiencies are typically remedied by TMWA personnel. If a hydrant is found to be inoperable 
or below ground repairs are required, a notification is made to the Fire Chief in charge of 
hydrants and it is noted in TMWA’s work order system. The City may then contract with 
TMWA or a private contractor for these repairs or hydrant replacements. TMWA provides the 
City of Sparks Fire Department with quarterly status reports of all hydrants serviced and 
additionally this report satisfies the City of Sparks and ISO (Insurance Services Office) reporting 
requirements. 

 

Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District (TMFPD) 

There are approximately 3,167 public and private hydrants in the response area for TMFPD. 
TMFPD currently has 6 employees trained to maintain fire hydrants and one dedicated truck 
equipped to perform hydrant maintenance. Each hydrant is inspected and serviced every year. 
Any deficiencies are reported to Captain Solaro at which time he determines the jurisdiction of 
the water agency. If the hydrant is located in the Truckee Meadows Water Authority, Sun Valley 
General Improvement District or another agency service area, TMFPD is responsible for all 
repairs above and below ground. The above ground repairs are usually performed by TMFPD 
personnel and the below ground repairs are typically contracted out. The hydrants located in the 
Washoe County Department of Water Resources (WCDWR) service area are repaired by 
WCDWR staff.  If a replacement is required, TMFPD provides the new fire hydrant assemblies 
and WCDWR staff provides the labor to install. A memorandum of understanding (MOU) 
between TMFPD and WCDWR for hydrant maintenance and repair dated March 25, 1998 is 
attached.  With the completion of the merger, TMWA will assume the duties that are currently 
WCDWR’s responsibility per the MOU.  
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