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ONLY IN PRINT

The Fact Checker column only appears in today’s print edition of the RGJ,
The column will be released to RGLoom on Tussday.

For 4tl1-graders water story was fishy

By Frank X. Mullen Jr.

frevtallrvdite g com

THE CLAIM
Reno-Sparks hos the
fifeh-werst drinking warer

In the narion

THE BACKGROUND

When teacher Poug
Hetm's fourth grade class a
Bailey Charter Elementary
School in Reno read on
the Intemet last month
thit Reno-Sparks has the
fifth-wirst drinking water
In the LS, the stadents
were horrified,

" saw whde eyes, shock
and fear,” Heimsabkl, "The
urticle said e water thia
they deank every day was
really damgerous. |thought
thist this might be s
teaihinble moment.”

The article was briefly
available Jun. 31 on the
R ctnmm and on thany
el s ees ancd Blogs
RG] edirors removed the
Assoctaced Pressstory
within hours, and it did ner
appenr in the printg edition.
Put versions of the “wors
tap water” groicles remain
om iy sites, meludimg
those of newspapers, TV
pews stackons and blogs

The elass investigated
rhe chaim that our tip
wiiter isatoxic "chemical
cockull.” They researcled
water quality cesting
merhods and read reports

trarm the Trickee Mendows

Water Autharicy. They
traced tlie source of the
story to the Washingron-
based Environmental
Warking Group, which
relensed the study in
Desermber 2009,

“Owur class didn't Hike
tHat you print ed this urticle
withour researching ir,”
the students wrore to the
RiGL “We would hove liked
T I'I'FI Vi SEET rhf.' EViL{I!nfr
thar our wister s so bad.
Yoy dida't even lisc the
dangerous chemicals! We
simply Coogled this; nnd
found that this fepare just
't rrue ., We also foumd
thimt thi Eqvironmeniul
Waorking Grroup tested well
witter before 1t was treated,
Youur arricle seared wsfop
no goad reason. The mext

Doug Heim's fourth-grade class at Balley Charter Elementary School in Rena

Fime youn Copylan article
Ir'J[I'I Jm“hl.l' SIUTCR, ]1‘!1 L2 =
make sure o chock your
facts.”

The newspaper had
removed the AP story from
RG] comon Jan, 31 tor the
VETY reasons ili"..‘-l l:l'“.."‘d h'ﬁ"
the students, The ariiztnnl
report hid been disputed
by sources in RO] stories
in 2009 and Inst year:

This vear, the wire service
hud pieked vip the story
from the Las Vegas Sun,
which got it information
from - AGOL Finanee, an
prilitte blag AOL Finnnce
published the naterial last
|uunth

TMWA officials in April
and in August sent the
Environmental Working
Chroup i two-page leetet
abjecting to the "-.:rru:anml.n-
and distorred dara"” wsed
for the report and sald
the information was

"jrresponsible, incorrect
and misleading.” The
utiliry Heved rebuttals to the
group’s findings and shared
witer qunlity data.

i The fourth-graders) did
T!"I.E rl!‘hT th'l.llj.}' - ‘el“l P”ll-l
Miller, manager of warer
qualley und Gpetsatong
for TMWAL “11 vou have

concerns, do some research
orgive us 3 call With all
the stuffon the Internet,
vou -have ta sorcout fact
from fietiom and be aware of
people's agendas,”

L{‘f,‘i‘l!"lll Brovwn,
preassecretany for
the Environmenital
Working Group, said the
organtzation hos received
updated and correcred
mformation from Reng
and peveral of the 100
ciried listed in the report.
She noted that urifities
hiad six weeks to submir
correctied data befire the

report wis made public In
2&’9. but many LI“ I nat do
so until after the report was
released.

“We are currently
diving back into the dats
trom utiligies and will
mnlm dated revitions s
nefessary once our amlvﬁls
Ine.nmplt-u: "she said, S
suid it's possible the cit
runkings will be revised,

The welbsite now states
thar updates to the 2009
report are pending. It also
notes that the group 15
im fovon of stricten witer
qu_ﬂ“l*,r stindirrds and that

eurrent federl standards
for tap water (which
TMWA meets) are nio
puarantee of safery

Heim said his pupils still
drink the water.

"They Tearned that juse
because something is on the
Internet doesn't mean it's
true," he siid

Andthe 16 young fact-
checkers learned that one-
sided srories, incomplete
data or misinformarion
cin "II'I Jflﬂ.ind T.l'lﬁ U!L'Ihf
befare the truth can even
turn on its laptop, And
thar old news can become
new again ut the press of in
"arter” key thowstands of
miles away.

THE VERDICT

While the
Envircnmental Working
Group might be correct
that the nation needs
better warer quulity
seandurds, [es 2009 report
has several errors relating
1o the Truckee Meadows
Wharer Authority’s data on
water quality. The report is
ruilea'él:u,_ in that it Implies
tap warer is unsafe when
some of the data applies to
untreated well water,

The claum that Fenos
Sparks has “the fifth-worst
W‘{Itﬂ.'l-'h 1'“ ['I'I.E nil[IiJﬂ 15 faCee
supportable
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Frank X. Mullen Jr, Is a senior reporter for the Reno Gazette-Journal

Fact Checker s our weekly analysis on whether the facts and figures baing
floated in the media are true,

Have samething that you think we need to get to the bottom of? E-mail us at
factchetherfirg).com or call Kelly Ann Scottat 775-327-6785.



